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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street; 
London, H.C. 

The registered telegraphic address of the Branch is 
“ Advantage, London.” 

A statement of the objects and work of the Commercial 
{Intelligence Branch will be found on p. 237. 


The following Special Trade Enquiry Offices are also 
at 73, Basinghall Street, H.C. :— 
India. | Queensland. 
Dominion of Canada. | Cape of Good Hope. 


Statements of the objects and work of the Special 
Trade Enquiry Offices will be found on p. 238. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADEs 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: ADMIRALTY. 


Tenders will be received until noon on Wednesday, the 10th May, 
for the supply of steel nails. 

Steel Nails. Forms of tender, containing conditions of 

contract and all particulars, may be obtained 
on personal application at the Contract spy alee Admiralty, 
or by letter addressed “ Director of Navy Contracts, Admiralty, 
London, 8.W.” 

Forms of tender may also be obtained and patterns seen at the 
Admiralty Pattern Rooms, Great Western Chambers, Livery 
Street, Birmingham, and at the Town Hall, Dudley, on application 
to the Secretary, Chamber of Commerce, Dudley. 

Manufacturers only will be accepted. 
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BRITISH INDIA. 


The East Indian Railway Company are prepared to receive 
tenders for the supply and delivery of :— 
Railway Stores. 1. Steel plates, angle rings and bars, for 
boilers ; 
2. Copper firebox plates ; 
3. Brass boiler tubes ; 
4, Copper tubes, pipes, and rods ; 
0. Electric equipment for Jamalpur electricity supply ; 
6. Paper, stationery, &c. ; 
as per specifications to be seen at the Company’s offices, Nicholas 
Lane, London, E.C. 
Tenders are to be sent to the Secretary marked “Tender 
for Steel Boiler Plates, d&c.,” or as the case may be, not later 
than noon, on Wednesday the 10th May. 


The Company reserve the right to divide the order, also to. 


decline any tender without assigning a reason, and do not bind 
themselves to accept the lowest or any tender. 

For each specification a fee of 1/. 1s. is charged, which cannot 
under any circumstances be returned. 


The “Englishman” (Calcutta), in referring to the expansion of 
Seleniadiee the coal industry in Bengal, and the corre- 
Plant sponding increase in the output of coke, says 
that experiments have been conducted by 
several of the leading firms interested in the coal industry, with a 
view to the adoption of a bye-product system. The principal bye- 
product obtainable in the manufacture of coke is ammonia, for 
which there is not at present a very large demand in India. But 
its value as a manuring agent is well recognised, and if it were 
roduced in sufficient quantity a demand would unquestionably 
arise for it. The experimental stage of the schemes referred to is 
nearly at an end, and plant capable of making thousands of tons 
of coke by the most approved method ,is likely to be ordered 
within the next few months. 


CANADA. 


The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 


aa ._ Government Trade Enquiry Office, 73, Basing- 
Enquiries relating hall Street, E.C., whence farther Tiitoerastion 


to Canadian Trade. regarding them may be obtained :— 
Home Enquiries—A company manufacturing sauces, and also 
metal and furniture polish, are prepared to appoint a Canadian 


resident agent. 
A firm possessing a connection in the boot and shoe trade are 


willing to represent first-class Canalian manufacturers of boots 
and shoes. 
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- Canadian Enquiries—A firm of manufacturers and commission 
agents in Vancouver, British Columbia, are prepared to act as 
agents for United Kingdom manufacturers of such goods as saw 
mills supplies, glass, stationery, paints, and confectionery. | 

A British Columbia firm are willing to act as buying agents in 
that’ market for United Kingdom importers of timber. United 
Kingdom references. 


Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government Trade 
Enquiry Office, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH—NEW 
SOUTH WALES. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade have 
received from the Agent-General for New South 
Wales a copy of the conditions of contract for 
the supply and delivery of steel and iron (in- 
cluding the whole of the pig-iron and rolled steel and iron required 
by the Government of New. South Wales) for a period of seven 
years. 

The contractor is to establish within the State blast furnace or 
furnaces, and erect all machinery and plant necessary for the con- 
version of iron ore into pig-iron, and rolled steel and iron, and 
capable of supplying all the materials included in the contract, 

Tenderers must state the rates per ton at which they are pre- 
pared to manufacture, supply and deliver the material required. 
Practically the whole of the ore used must be raised within the 
Commonwealth. Tenders will be received at the office of the 
Secretary for Public Works, Sydney, New South Wales, up to 
2 p.m. on Friday, 1st September, 1905. 

The full conditions of contract, specification, and schedule of 
sizes of iron and steel materials required, together with notes on 
the iron-ore, coal, and limestone deposits of the State, may be seen 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.). 


Iron and Steel 
Manufacture. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


The Crown Agents for the Colonies, acting on behalf of the 
Hard Wood Administration of the Central South African 
leg acl Railways, invite tenders for the supply of 
preepers. 125,000 hard wood sleepers of either approved 
Jarrah, Karri, or other suitable Australian hard wood, or of approved 
Djatti wood. Specification and conditions of contract, containin 
form of tender, can be obtained on application at the Office of the 
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- 





Crown Agents for the Colonies, Whitehall Gardens, London, S.W., 
between the hours of 10 am. and 4 p.m. ( Saturdays, 10 a.m. and 
1 p.m.), on payment of Il. per copy, which will be returned on 
receipt of a bond fide tender for the whole or any portion of the 
sleepers required. 

Tenders are to be delivered in sealed envelopes addressed to the 
Crown Agents for the Colonies, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., not 
later than Tuesday, 16th May, endorsed “ Tender for Sleepers, 


C.S.A.R.” 
The Crown Agents do not bind themselves to accept the lowest 


or any tender. 





LAGOS. 


The ‘Lagos Weekly Record” publishes the Estimates of the 
Colony for the year 1905-6. Included among 
Public Works. =the Public Works, for which provision is made, 
are the following schemes:—Telegraph exten- 
sion to Akuri (5,500/.); road construction and draining (about 
8,2001.) ; Customs warehouse (3,000/.); sewage removal (2,000/.) ; 
electric light and telephone (2,0001.) ; floating dock (20,000/.). 


GERMANY. 


The British Vice-Consul at Chemnitz (Mr. F. H. Felkin) reports 
British-mad that British-made goods of various kinds could 
or “~ “m4 ace be more extensively sold in Germany if proper 
— methods were adopted for introducing them. 
The obvious way would be to offer them direct to the public. For 
instance, large manufacturers of boots, kid gloves, and other 
kindred goods, should jointly open shops in a prominent locality 
of the larger cities. Sending out British catalogues ‘to wholesale 
houses is productive of very small results. 





Preserved fruits and marmalade are expensive luxuries in Germany, 
las cccaialt Guat the latter being practically unknown. If 
aM lad makers would take steps to place them directly 

ang armarlace. before the public, they might become as popular 


as in the United Kingdom. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,342.) 


NETHERLANDS. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade have 

been notified by H.M. Consul at Rotterdam 

Coal. (Mr. H. Turing), that tenders will be received 

up to the 12th May by the Director of Naval 

Establishments at Willemsoord, for the supply and delivery of 

about 3,300 tons of English coal (East Coast). The coal must be 
from one of the following mines :— 
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South Yorkshire, Edmund or Mitchell, 
Sunderland, Lambton West Hartley, 
Davison’s West Hartley, 

Hastings Hartley, 

Broomhill West Hartley, 

Wombwell Main, 

Wilson’s Glencraig, 

Whitehill. 

It must not contain more than 15 per cent. of small coal. 
Certificate of origin, visaed by the Netherlands Consul at port of 
shipment, must be produced. 

H.M. Consul calls attention to the fact that no tenders direct 
from English firms can be accepted, one of the conditions being 
that tenders must be made through Dutch firms. 





BELGIUM. 


The ‘“ Moniteur Belge” of 2nd May contains a notice inviting 

tenders for the supply to the Belgian Army of 

Woollen Socks. 62,900 pairs of machine-knitted woollen socks, 

in five lots of 12,580 pairs each. Tenders will 

be opened at 11 a.m. on the 17th May, at the Ministry of War, 
Brussels, where samples and specifications may be inspected. 





FRANCE. 


H.M. Consul at Calais (Mr. C. A. Payton) in his report for 1904, 

remarks that the very large importation of 
Canadian Timber timber, in pit-props, planks and poles from 
and Wood Pulp. candinavian countries, Russian Finland 
gaining an increased proportion over Norway and Sweden, 
suggests a possibility of Canada contributing, if a parity of 
freight would allow of it. 

An allied article is wood-pulp, the importation of which from 
Finland and Norway shows steady increase, but according to 
information received by the Consul from a London importer, 
French customs regulations would not readily be complied with by 
Canadian shippers, even if other conditions were favourable to 
their competition. They prescribe that the sheets of pressed 
wood-pulp, to come under the category of ‘‘ Pates de cellulose,” at 
the duty of 5d. to 1s. 8d. per 100 kilogs. according to class, must 
be perforated with circular holes of not less than 15 millims., 
about % in., in the narrowest part of the aperture, and arranged 
in the form of a ‘“‘ quincunx,” distance between holes not to exceed 
12 centims., about 4# in., measuring from centre to centre. 
Wood-pulp not so perforated would be treated as “ carton ” (card- 


board) and pay a higher duty. 
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FRANC E—continued. 


Mr. Payton says he is frequently asked for lists of coal importers, 

and in supplying them has pointed out that 

Coal. the importation of coal is small, except in times 

of strikes in the neighbouring producing 

district, and that there is little chance of new business being done. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,346.) 


SPAIN. 


The “‘ Gaceta de Madrid” of 26th April contains a notice inviting 
Waterworks tenders which will be opened at 11 a.m. on the 
, 29th May, at the offices of the “‘ Ayuntamiento,” 
eeretuuaeens Roa, for the carrying out of the works needed 
for the conveyance of drinking water from Villaescusa to Roa, a 
distance of 8,600 metres, at the upset price of 92,061 pesetas (about 
2,7601.). A deposit of 4, 603 pesetas (about 1381.) is required to 
qualify any tender. ‘The conditions of contract, &c., are on view in 
the offices of the Secretary of the Ayuntamiento. 





The same ‘“ Gaceta” contains a notice calling for tenders, which 
will be opened 60 days after the publication of 
Hopper Dredger. the notice, at the offices of the Secretary to the 
Port Works Board, Almeria, for the provision 
of a hopper carrier dredger with pump, having a capacity in its 
buckets of 275 cubic metres, with 300 metres “of floating tubing 
for the discharge of the matter dredged, at the maximum price of 
900,000 pesetas (about 27,141/.). A deposit. of 45,000 pesetas 
(about 1,3571.) is required to qualify any tender. Conditions of 
contract, &c., may be inspected at the above-mentioned offices. 


ITALY. 


The Italian ‘Gazzetta Ufficiale” of 24th April contains a Decree 
sanctioning the construction of an electric 
tramway between Avellino and Baiano. 





Electric Tram- 
way Plant. 


The same issue of the ‘ Gazzetta” contains a Decree granting a 

concession to the Municipality of Venice and 

Railway Plant. the Provincial Council of Venetia for the 

construction of a railway (steam traction) from 

Mestre to the Austrian frontier vid Castelfranco, Bassano and 
Primolano. 


The ‘ Gazzetta” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
any day between the hours of 10 am. and 5 p.mn. (Saturday S, 
10 a.m. and 1 p.m.). 
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ITALY—SICILY. 


A memorandum has. been received at the Foreign Office from 
Aciueduet’ for H.M. Consul at Palermo (Mr. S. J. A. 
Girgenti Water Churchill) to the effect that an association has 

Sapply been formed between the towns of Girgenti, 
: Favara, Porto Emoedocle, Aragona, Raffadali, 

Comitini Sant’ Angelo and San Biagio, under the Presidency of 

the Com. V. Consiglio, at Girgenti, for the construction of an 

aqueduct of masonry and iron tubing which shall lead the 

Gragotta spring at S. Stefano, Quisquina Bivona district, to the 

places above mentioned. The Committee now invite tenders for 

the execution of the work which is estimated to cost 2,028,207 

lire (81,128/.); tenders must be for less than the estimated cost ; 

they are to be deposited before the 10th June with the President. 

A deposit of 4,000/. is required to qualify any tender. The 

Consorzio reserve the right of refusing any tender without 

assigning a reason. 

An advertisement of the contract, with full conditions and 
stipulations, which, in the Consul’s opinion, are somewhat onerous 
and stringent in character, may be seen at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 am. and 1 p.m.). 





BULGARIA. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade have 
received, through the Foreign Office, copy of a 
notice issued by the Bulgarian Ministry of 
Public Works, inviting tenders for the con- 
struction of (1) a line of railway from Tirnova-Trevna-Barouchtitza 
(total length about 230 miles), and (2) a line from Radomir to 
Kustendil and the Turkish frontier (total length about 340 miles). 

Tenders for (1) will be received up to 2nd June, a deposit of 
700,000 francs (about 28,0001.) being required, and for (2) up to 
9th June, a deposit of 600,000 francs (about 24,000/.) being 
required. Plans, &c.,can be obtained from the Bulgarian Ministry 
of Public Works, at a total cost of 120 francs (about 51.) for each 
line. A copy of the notice calling for tenders can be consulted at 
the offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.). 


Railway 
Construction. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


H.M. Consul at Calais (Mr. C. A. Payton), reports that Wizernes, 
about 30 miles from Calais is a large centre of 


Chalk. chalk .production; a large proportion of the 
exportation to the United States is from this 


source. The Consul considers this American demand might be 


met from the United Kingdom. (foreign Office, Annual Series, 
3,946.) 





MEXICO. 


A. despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul at Mexico City (Mr. L. Jerome) for- 


C wraematod warding an extract from the “ Mexican Herald ” 
oe pe ~y which gives a long list of railways projected in 
a _ Mexico. Cases where work has actually been 


begun or in which contracts have been placed, are distinguished. 
The extract may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 

of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day 

between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. and 


1 p.m.). 


The “Diario Oficial” of Mexico of 5th April contains an application 
tnt from Sefior Angel Diéz Rubin for an appropria- 
y Pl: t tion of 1,000 litres of water per second from 
—_ the river Cantarranas, State of Puebla, for the 
production of motive power. 

The ‘ Diario” of 6th April contains similar applications from :— 
(1) Sefior Joaquin D. Casasiis, for an appropriation of 5,000 litres 
per second from the river Atoyac, State of Puebla; and (2) from 
Sefiores Jesiis Cruz, Clato A. Gutierrez, Refugio Rojas and Rafael 
Rojas, for an appropriation of 3,250 litres per second from the 


river Axaxalpa, State of Puebla. 





CHILE—BOLIVIA. 


On p. 201 will be found a reference to the new commercial treaty 
Rellwey between Chile and Bolivia in which the 
ecldiidialiets construction of certain railways is stipulated. 
Mining Plant An impulse to mining operations is expected 
‘to result from the provision of means of 


transport to hitherto unworkable deposits of ore. 
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ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


Referring to openings for the development of trade, H.M. Consul 
at Buenos Ayres (Mr. A. C. Ross, C.B.), in his 
report for last year, states that there is ample 
scope for the development of pig rearing and 
ham curing. The imports of ham into Buenos Ayres in 1904 
amounted to 2738 tons. 


Ham Curing 
Industry. 


129 automobiles were imported in 1904, an increase of 67 over 

1903. The demand, says the Consul, will 

Automobiles. | continue to increase, as they have been used 

successfully on the country roads. One car 

successfully crossed the Andes. They are being imported for the 
use of the post office, fire brigade and the city ambulance. 


A good deal of work has been done in the past year, and more is 

Electric Tramway being done, with regard to electric tramway 

traction. The results are most satisfactory to 
. 2. companies and to the public. 


Not much has been done yet with regard to the handling of 
grain in bulk except in the ports, as there are 
Grain Elevators. no elevators in the country districts. 


Mr. Ross states further that there is a demand for all appliances 
, ' connected with, or required in, agriculture or 
Artisies in grazing; implements, machinery, tools, harness, 
Demand. seeds, bags, twine, fencing wire, iron posts, 
padlocks (in sets), cattle brands, scales, sheep dip, windmills and 
other pumps, troughs, iron and clay pipes, veterinary instruments 
and books, sheath knives, sheet and galvanised iron and enamelled 
ware ; and in a lesser degree for iron pillars and joists for houses, 
baths and all kinds of up-to-date sanitary fittings, electric 
tramways, lights, lifts, and bells, floor and wall tiles, water and 
oil paints, wall papers, brickmaking and stone working machinery, 
window and table glass, besides clothes and the usual necessaries 
of life. 


No flax is worked in the country out of the 1,000,000 tons of 


Linen Industry. stalks available in an ordinary year. 


There is no cement factory, though the best materials exist in 
quantities in the country. The import of 
Cement Factory. cement in 1904 was 84,000 tons. In 1903 
one-half came from Belgium; the other was 
shared by the United Kingdom and: France. 
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ARGENTINE REPUBLIC—continued. 


At present, according to the local press, there are no proper roads 
between farm and railway station. Various 


Li og schemes have been discussed for the construc- 
6 way tion of light lines of a metre gauge to act as 
Construction. 


feeders to the railways, and to further open up 
communications. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,347.) 


CHINA. 


In a report on the trade of Canton for the year 1904, H.M. Consul- 
General at that city (Mr. James Scott) remarks 
Towels. ' that in handkerchiefs and towels the import 
nearly. doubled in 1904, and compared with 
1902 was three times as much. British towels amounted to 
54,018 dozen, whereas Japanese towels figured in the customs 
returns for 115,722 dozen. ‘These Japanese towels are thin and 
flimsy, made of cotton and stamped with some blue pattern. In 
size they are scarcely any larger than an_ ordinary handkerchief. 
But they have one great quality which recommends them to the 
poorer native—they are cheap, costing only some 2d. each. These 
towels suit native requirements admirably, and year by year their 
import has been increasing. 





Mr. Scott says that another Japanese article much in demand by 
the people of Canton is cotton crape. This is 
Cotton Crape. one of the staple products of Japanese manu- 
facture, and of recent years this crape, both 
plain and flowered, has come largely into use among Chinese. It 
is found peculiarly suitable for underwear, not being so cold or 
chilly to the skin as plain British cotton, nor so thick and warm 
as flannelette. In 1904 the import was 388,635 yards, valued at 
31,355 taels (4,4791.). Japan has been successful in laying down 
in the Canton market a cotton cloth made by hand in imitation of 
Chinese native cloth. Being cheaper than the real article, this 
import finds a ready sale, and, as it lasts the summer season, the 
Chinese are content with it as clothing. In 1903 the import of 
this imitation native cloth was 63,488 yards, which in 1904 rose to 
126,418 yards, that is nearly doubled; but, owing to the rise in 
the price of raw cotton, the value was fully three times greater than 
in 1903. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,344.) 


JAPAN. 


On p. 227 will be found a notice of the intention of the Japanese 
Wood-Working Department of Agriculture and Commerce to 
a export timber from the State forests to North 
China and Korea. There should. be an open- 
ing here for machinery for felling and sawing trees. 





Machinery. 
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- - Buenos Ayres.—In his report for 1904,H.M. Consul at Buenos 

Ayres (Mr. A. C. Ross, C.B.) details the following points as worthy 
of being noted by traders :—‘‘ The indispensability of good 
travellers, as the personal element enters very largely into business ; 
the comparatively limited market for all but agricultural goods, 
due to the small city populations; and the high cost of living, for 
1 dol. paper (1s. 9d.) has. only the purchasing power of ls. 
Advertising of the most elaborate and expensive type is very much 
in vogue. Spanish is the language of the country. The metric 
system of weights and measures is the one used. The Argentine 
dollar is the currency. The majority of the working people are 
Italians. 

“The opportunities for extension of British trade appear to exist 
in every direction and in every line of business. ‘The details 
given in the earlier part of this report make this clear.” . . 

“Letters for the British Consulate should be addressed to ‘ His 
Britannic Majesty’s Consul, Buenos Ayres’; telegrams to ‘ Breast 
rail, Buenos Ayres.’ 

‘‘ Enquiries for addresses of firms doing business in this country 
should be made to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, where a directory of the Republic is filed for 
reference.” (Foreign Office, Annual Serves, 3,547.) 

* Some of these are given at pp. 199-200. 





COMMERCIAL TREATY BETWEEN CHILE AND 
BOLIVIA. 


Openings for British Enterprise. 

In the course of a despatch, received at the Foreign Office from 
H.M. Legation at Santiago, summarising the commercial treaty 
between Chile and Bolivia (see pp. 212- -18), it is stated that an 
important stipulation of the Treaty is that Chile undertakes within 
one year from its ratification to contract for the construction of a 
railway to connect the port of Arica with La Paz, the capital of 
Bolivia. The railway is estimated to cost 2,300,000/., but it is 
stipulated that Chile is not to contribute more than 1,700,000. for 
the construction of the Bolivian section of this line. It is ex- 
pected that the contractor will be paid in Chilean bonds. 

The new line from Arica to La Paz will be connected with the 
important mining centre of Oruro, at present only to be reached 
from the sea coast by the line from Antofagasta, a distance of 560 
miles. The new route from Arica will not be more than about 
280 miles, ensuring, therefore, a great reduction in the freight to 
and from Oruro. 

In addition, Chile will guarantee 5 per cent.on the capital to 
be expended on a number of other railways in Bolivia, which may 
be commenced at any time in the next 80 years, but the guarantee 
is not to exceed 100,000/. per annum. 

The chief importance for British enterprise probably lies in the 
impulse to mining operations which will be caused by the provi- 
sion of means of transport to hitherto unworkable deposits of ore. 

The despatch adds that it is understood that much American 
and some German capital has of late been invested in the mining 
properties in Bolivia, where the mining code is said to be a good one. 
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LISTS OF POSSIBLE BUYERS OF BRITISH GOODS 
ABROAD.—GREECE. 


The Board of Trade receive trom time to time, from His Majesty’s 
representatives in foreign countries and from their own Correspon- 
dents in the Colonies, lists of dealers and importers likely to 
purchase British goods. ' These lists may be consulted by British 
manufacturers and traders at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, H.C. 

Attention is called to a revised list which has recently been 
prepared, containing names supplied by His Majesty’s Consular 
Officers in Greece, and dealing with the following towns, viz. : 
Athens, Corfu, Patras, Pirzeus, Syra, Volo and Zante, and with the 
Island of Cephalonia. 

Among the classes of goods dealt with in some or all of these 
lists are :—bedsteads, bicycles, various classes of chemicals, cottons, 
coals, cutlery, earthenware, glass, groceries, haberdashery, hosiery, 
salt and dried fish, ships’ stores, photographic materials and 
woollens. 

A similar notice in regard to lists of dealers in Belgium which 
were recently compiled, appeared on page 205 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal ” of 2nd February. 


NotEe.—No responsibility is accepted by the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch, or its Correspondents, or His Majesty’s representa- 
tives abroad, in respect of the financial standing of any firms or 
individuals that may be named in these lists, nor are the lists 
necessarily exhaustive. 





IMPORTS OF COTTON GROWN IN THE BRITISH 
COLONIES AND POSSESSIONS. 


The following statement, showing the number of bales of cotton 
imported into the United Kingdom from the British Colonies and 
Possessions, during the three months ended 3lst March, 1905, 
with comparative figures for the preceding three months, has been 
prepared in the Board of Trade :— 





Quarter ended Quarter ended 


Colony or Possession whence Imported. Zist Dec., 1904. | 3ist Mar., 1905. 














Bales. Bales. 
British India see 3,815 14,829 
British West Indies ja 101 917 
British West Africa babs well 5.046 347 
British Central Africa ... _ ’ 1,504 
British Guiana ... a 2 


Total ... 








8,962 





17,599 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a Customs Circular 

=e No. 4 of 1905) stating that ‘‘ the Government 

ae of India have a had under consideration 
uties on Sugar. ,) - 

e questions of the levy of countervailing 
duties on sugar brought into India, and of the form of the certifi- 
cates of origin which should be required from importers.” 

The Government of India state that they are of opinion that 
sufficient time has now elapsed since the coming into operation of 
the Brussels Convention of 1902, viz., 1st September, 1903, to 
render the danger negligible of raw sugar produced in contracting 
countries before 31st August, 1903, or of sugar refined from such 
raw sugar, being introduced into British India, and they accord- 
ingly cancel the Notifications, Nos. 7,249 S. R. and 7,251 8. R. 
of 2nd December, 1903, and No. 7,899 8S. R. of 24th December, 
1903,* respecting certificates of origin, and they also take the 
opportunity of rescinding various Notifications* by which counter- 
vailing duties were imposed on sugar imported from Germany, 
Belgium, Austria-Hungary, Italy, France, and Holland. 

It is stated in the Circular that countervailing duties still 
remain in force on sugar imported from the following countries :— 

Additional duties under section 8 A of Act 8 of 1894, as amended 
by Acts 14 of 1899, and 12 of 1903 :— 

Denmark, 
Chile, 
Argentine Republic. 

Special duties under section 8 B of Act 8 of 1894 as amended 
by Act 8 of 1902 :— 

Denmark, 
Argentine Republic, 
Russia. 

[ NotE.—The countervailing duties imposed in each of the above 
cases have been notified, from time to time, in the ‘ Board of 
Trade Journal.” ] 

The Indian Government also draw attention in the present 
Circular to the fact that as the above-mentioned Notification 
No. 7,251 8. R. of 2nd December, 1903, has been cancelled, the 
only certificate which importers will now be required to produce 
are those prescribed in the revised rules published as Customs 
Circular No. 10 of 1904 (for which see “‘ Board of Trade Journal” 
for 22nd September, 1904). 


* These Notifications are cancelled by Notification No. 535 of 11th March, 1905. 
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NEW ZEALAND. 


A copy of the “ New Zealand Gazette” for 9th March last has 
Sadie been received containing Customs decisions 
Dadisiens (Commissioner’s Order No. 771), relating to 

, the rates of duty leviable on various articles 
imported into New Zealand. 
The following are the principal decisions given :— 


v 





Articles, and how classed. Rates of Import 





Duty. 

Aluminium plates, polished for sign-writing or printing on-— 

As manufactures, n.o.e., of metal ... “we ae - 20 % ad val. 
Belts, chain, for engine-governors— 

As belting, other than leather sée eee ‘as ove Free 
Bolts, holding-down— 

As manufactures, n.o.e., of metal ... en ode amt 20 % ad val. 
Bushes, patent oilless— 

As manufactures, n.o.e., of metal ... des | a 


*Copper fittings, stamped or blocked, and copper spouts— 
As articles and materials suited only for. and to be used 
solely in, the fabrication of goods in the Colony a Free 
Chain known as “ Dodge” chain ; the attachments in con- 
nection therewith— 


As manufactures of metal, n.o.e. ... oe 20 % ad val. 
Reverse gear, auto-marine, and shafting for oil engines— 

As machinery, n.0.e. ... she OX ns 
Sickle and tool grinder, the “J ewel, * a corundum grinding- 

machine— 

As emery grinding-machine... eee ene - - Free 
Turpentine substitute— , 

As oil, mineral.. ne 6d. per gallon 


Umbrella material—viz. “i mercerised ‘cotton, ‘imitation of 
Levantine silk mixture, 44 in. wide and over— 
As umbrella-makers’ materials san ve one _ Free 








* Revised decision. 





CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the ‘‘ Cape of Good 
Hope Government Gazette” for 31st March last, 


C ae oe in which notice is given under date of 30th 
ofoured wugar March to the effect, ‘‘ that persons selling, ex- 
Prohibited. 


posing or attempting to sell, or importing as 
merchandise, sugar artificially coloured to fraudulently imitate 
Demerara sugar, or other naturally coloured sugar,” are liable to 
proceedings under the provisions of ‘The Sale of Food and Drugs 
and Seeds Act, 1890.” 

The above mentioned “ Sale of Food and Drugs and Seeds Act” 
provides that articles found to be imported in contravention of the 
Act shall be forfeited and destroyed, or otherwise disposed of, as 
the Treasurer of the Colony may direct. 





























ies alien 
o- 
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EGYPT. 


The Egyptian ‘ Journal Officiel’”’ for the 8th April contains the 
Valuation Tarift *°** of a revised Valuation Tariff in use by 
for Raw Silk the Egyptian Customs authorities for the 
‘purpose of assessing import duties on raw 

silk. The Tariff, which came into force on the 9th April, and is 
to remain in operation for seven months, or until denunciation, is 


as follows :— 








= ; Valuation per 
Description of Raw Silk. kilog.* 

Milliémes.f 
Italian, yellow and white (fine)... i inal _ - 650 
- (‘* Akadi”’) we one ons oe. 490 
Chinese and Japanese, white (fine)... om ose oon se 900 
Chinese, yellow (fine)... eee ose 730 
Japanese, white (“ Akadi” and “ Taklid Shamt ") - ie 400 
Russian, white and yellow ... eee ene 980 
Persian. z a” (* Racht ») ons _ oop oni 1,050 
(“ Shamt”’) oe eee oes 1,150 
Indian and Indo- Chinese, yellow (** Menawi Akadi rs Ses ne 300 
Chinese (“ Spaolo”) ... ade oes 240 
Broussan and Syrian, yellow ‘and white = “Ahadi’ ’) wa oi 530 
* 7 » (fine) .. one bes ond ong 730 
" white (fine) . ot ote ere oa 900 
“ Shamt” from Syria, of all qualities van ona ose nd 960 
“ Maftoul,” of whatever origin one ane one ats pes 1,100 
” Maftoul,” European, dupion ove son ove eee one 780 








The “ Journal Officiel” for the 15th April contains a revised 


’ .~ Valuation Tariff for assessing import duties on 
 pranae erdoetesd hemp and jute cloth, sacks, and twine. This 


Fi jw a Prerd Tariff, which came into force on the 17th 
ona Twine ’ April, and is to remain in operation for one 
; year, or until denunciation, is as follows :— 




















Valuation per kilog.* 
Articles. 
Indian Sacks. | European Sacks. 

Hessian jute or hemp sacks, made of ecve Milliémes.f Milliémes.t 

cloth, common quality ace 24 29 
Twilled hessian jute or hemp sacks, common 

quality ... see 17} 20 
Hessian jute or hemp cloth, plain or ‘twilled, ba ~~ a 

common quality, not exceeding 4id. per 

yard for plain.. ny Be oéa "ee 29 
Jute or hemp untwist twine ... a Sine 25 
Sacks, old eee eon one eS 144 








* Duty is levied on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. 
T 1,000 milligmes = £E1 = 17. 0s. 6d. 
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RUSSIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 455 of the 
‘‘ Journal” for the 8th December, 1904, on the 
. subject of the regulations restricting the im- 
aaa cae portation by post of parcels containing articles 

; of celluloid, the Board of Trade are now in 
receipt, through the Foreign Office, of information to the effect 
that by a Circular dated 21st March, 1905, the Russian Customs 
Department have announced that parcels sent by post from abroad 
containing articles wholly or partly made of celluloid will not be 
subject to the above-mentioned restrictions when such parcels are 
packed in wooden or tin boxes. 


Importation of 





SWEDEN. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
Tariff a copy of a despatch from H.M. Consul at 
sthiiiten Stockholm, reporting that the Swedish import 
duty on emery cloth, glass cloth, and flint cloth 
(Tariff No. 586) has been altered from 10 per cent. ad valorem to 
25 dre per kilog. (14d. per Ib.). 
The new duty came into force on the 17th April. 





FRANCE. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
New Port Dues 2%, COPY of a despatch from H.M. Consul at 
t Bord Bordeaux, reporting that a Ministerial Decree 
at Bordeaux. has been issued authorising the Chamber of 
Commerce of Bordeaux to raise the necessary funds for building 
new docks at that place by imposing the following maximum 
charges on all goods imported or exported at the port in the over- 
sea trade :-— 
3 centimes per parcel on all goods in casks, cases, sacks, or 
other packings. 
5 centimes per 1,000 kilogrammes(1 metric ton), or cubic metre, 
on goods in bulk. 
3 centimes per head for live or slaughtered horses, cattle, sheep, 
goats, or swine. | 
The above dues, which are already in force, are applicable to 
goods entering or leaving Bordeaux on board vessels which do not 
themselves enter the port, but effect their loading or discharging 
operations below the latter. Articles sent by parcel post are 
exempted. : 
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FRENCH WEST AFRICAN COLONIES. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, 


of a copy 


Customs Tariff. 


of a French Presidential Decree, 
dated the 14th April, 1905, approving a revised 


Customs Tariff tor the French Possessions in 


West Africa. 


The new Tariff, which unifies the Tariffs of the 


various Possessions, so far as existing International Conventions 


permit, is as follows :— 


A.—lImportT DUTIEs. 


























Territories situated out-| 
side the Zone covered ee 
by the Convention of |' Territories 
14th June, 1898 | Under the 
(Gaboon, Guinea, | ?¢gime of 
, Senegal). the Con- 
Articles. Unit. ee vention of 
Ratio cs l4th June, 
Heonah an Surtax on | 898 (Ivory 
Peanahe Foreign Coast, 
Colonial Products. | Dahomey). 
| Products. 
| Frs, Cts.| Frs. Cts.| Frs. Uts. 
Rocksalt ---| 100 kilogs. 1 50 0 50 1 50 
Marine salt.. ws . 1 50 0 50 1 00 
Tobacco in the leaf ook 1. 100 00 -- 109 00* 
Tobacco, manufactured ... oni . 150 00 50 00 | 200 00* 
109 kilogs. 
Sugar | tan 5 00 | 5 50+] 5 00 
Kola nuts ... --| 100 kilogs. Free 75 00 50 O00f 
Building materials (bricks, tiles, 
flagstones, lime, cement, plaster, 
planks, joists unworked) — 5 % ad val.|7 % ad vail.|\0%adral.t 
Hectol. of | | 
eS ee pure alcohol| $160 00 | 30 00 | 160 00 
Spirits (liqueurs) .. ee Hectol. 112 50; 25 00 | 112 50 
“ Trade” spirits 25° and below .. e 60 00; 15 00 60 00 
Wines above 16° ... “ Duti | able as al | cohol. 
Arms - - _ 15% ad val.|\7:% ad val.|20 ¥% ad val. 
Gunpowder and saltpetre... 109 kilogs. 50 00; 20 00 | 100 00* 
Other ammunition.. ove l5%adval.j7 % ad val.}20 % ad val. 
Coffee eee jen ove — os « as « ae «oS 
Bananas ms 5 ho ” $|7 h ” " L0% ” 
Oils (palm, touloucouma, iltipé, 
palmetto) one 100 kilogs. | 5% ,, 1 00 Free 
Products not specially mentioned 
in the above Tariff or in the list 
of exemptions a BY , |? Xad val.lo% ad ral. 








The ad valorem duties are levied on the value of the article at 


the place of importation. 
the official list of prices ; 


This value is fixed in accordance with 
if not included in the official list, the 
invoice price increased by 25 per cent. is taken. 





* 50 francs in Dahomey. 


+ In addition to any countervailing duties leviable on bounty-fed sugar. 


Free in Dahomey. 
Free in Guinea. 


+ 
+ 
S 
@ 78 frs. 
*¢ 


per 100 kilogs. in Guinea and in the Ivory Coast. 
5 frs. hms 100 kilogs. in Guinea. 
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General. Exemptions:—-The following are the principal articles 


free of all duties :— 


Live animals ; fresh meat, fish, fruits and vegetables ; potatoes; tapioca 
and yams; seeds for sowing; palm kernels, sesame, fresh or dried pimento, 
unhusked rice; agricultural machines and implements; coal ; books; scientific 
instruments and instruments of precision ; manure ; ships; empty boxes and 
casks, put together or not, 


B.—Export DttIEs. 

All export duties are suppressed with the exception of that on 
caoutchouc, on which duty is levied at the rate of 7 per cent. 
of the value at the time of exportation, as indicated by the official 
list of prices. 

C.—AppiTionaL Duty on InpIREcT ImPorRTATION. 

Goods of any origin imported into French Guinea after having 
passed in transit through any country of the continent of Africa 
other than a French Colony :— 


Frs. cts. 

Powder and ammunition ... 100 kilogs. 20 00 
Tobacco ... po Les ae - 10 00 
Tissues and articles of clothing 9 ~ 25° 00 
3 60 


All other articles. —.... ve " 3 


BELGIUM. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy pf a despatch from H.M. Minister at 
Brussels, reporting that the Belgian Govern- 
ment have prohibited the disembarkation of 
horses suffering or suspected to be suffering 
from glanders. 





Importation of 
Horses Suffering 
from Glanders 
Prohibited. 


The “ Moniteur Belge” for the 28th December last contains the 

: text of a Law, dated 26th December, estab- 

Contemation of lishing the excise duty on sugar at the rate 
the Excise Duty ros ae eb the Vee a 

on Sugar. mporarily fixed by the Law of 21st August, 
1903* (20 francs per 100 kilogs.). 


SPAIN. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 498 of the 
Farther Reduc. | ¥ournal” for the 15th December last relative 
, to the proposed reduction of the import duties 

tion of Duties on h cual ql 

Wheat and on wheat and wheat flour to 4 and 7 pesetas 
Wheat Flour,  Per_100 kilogs..respectively, the Board of 
"Trade have now received, through the Foreign 

Office, a translation of a Royal Decree which appeared in the 

‘“Gaceta de Madrid ” for the 7th April, and which came into force 

on the same date, providing for the reduction of the duty on 

wheat and flour to the rates mentioned. 








* In accordance with the Law of 21st August, 1903, the duty of 20 francs per 
100 kilogs. was to be reduced to 15 francs on the Ist January, 1907, if the duty of 
20 francs were not in the meantime confirmed by fresh legislation. 
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These: reduced duties are to remain in force while the price of 
wheat in the markets of Castile exceeds 28 pesetas per 100 kilogs. 
When the price falls to between 28 and 27 pesetas, the duties 
fixed by the "haw of the 14th March, 1904, will be levied (7.e., wheat, 
6 pesetas ; wheat flour, 10 pesetas per 100 kilogs.), and when the 
price falls below 27 pesetas, the duties fixed by the Customs Tariff 
(8 and 13°2 pesetas respectively) will be re-established. 


MOROCCO. 
The Board of Trade have received information, through the Foreign 
Exportation of Office, to the effect that the Sultan of Morocco 
Denes. Rerentited has issued orders permitting the exportation 
’ of bones from the 6th May until the 29th 


October next, under the same regulations as were previously in force. 








UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
Countervailing ® COPY of a Circular issued by the United 
Sates ine States Treasury Department on the Ist April, 
ais owed inlet directing that the countervailing duty on sugar 
eeasetivte <r imported into the United States from the 
Argentine Republic is to: be calculated in future at the rate of 


113 centavos per kilog. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
Standard of a Circular of the United States Desertenel of 
Soeiten. en Agriculture containing a list of the “standard 
Food _ Arak definitions” of pure food already established, 
COE STORIE: to whieh imported food-stuffs must conform. 
This Circular comprises a re-statement of the standards pro- 
claimed on 21st November, 1908, together with certain additional 
standards which have since been established (e.g., those for grain 
and grain products, honey, wine, and vinegar). 

The Circular may be seen on application at the Commercial 

Intelligence Branch of the pia of ‘Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 


F.C. 
The Board have also received a copy of a Circular of the United 
States Treasury Department, providing, in the 


Por aw creas p case of imported food products which have been 
Cee analysed by the Department of Agriculture 


Results of under the Pure Food Law, that when:the results 
Analyses of Im- of the analyses warrant the further detention of 
ported Food — the invoice, in order to give the, importer 
Products, opportunity to present evidence respecting the 


fitness of the goods covered by the invoice for entry, the results of 
the analyses: will be communicated to him at his request. Such 
communication of results will in all cases be made directly from 
the Department of Agriculture at Washington. . 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


The United States Treasury Department have recently issued a 
Prohibition of Circular to their Customs Authorities directing 
Importation of attention to the following provisions of an Act 

(which came into force on the Ist April) prohibit- 


Brat mg ing the importation into the States of articles 
amy bearing names or marks calculated to deceive 


the public as to the real origin of the goods :— 

‘No article of imported merchandise which shall copy or 
‘¢ simulate the name of any domestic manufacture, or manufacturer 
‘¢ or trader, or of any manufacturer or trader located in any foreign 
“country which by treaty, convention, or law affords similar 
‘‘ privileges to citizens of the United States, or which shall copy 
‘or simulate a trade mark registered in accordance with the pro- 
‘visions of this Act, or shall bear a name or mark calculated to 
‘‘ induce the public to believe that the article is manufactured in 
“the United States, or that it is manufactured in any foreign 
country or locality other than the country or locality in which 
‘it is in fact manufactured, shall be admitted to entry at any 
‘* custom-house of the United States; and, in order to aid the 
‘* officers of the customs in enforcing this prohibition, any domestic 
manufacturer or trader, and any foreign manufacturer or trader, 
who is entitled under the provisions of a treaty, convention, 
“declaration, or agreement between the United States and any 
“ foreign country to the advantages afforded by law to citizens of 
“the United States in respect to trade-marks and commercial 
‘‘ names, may require his name and residence, and the name of the 
‘“ locality in which his goods are manufactured, and a copy of the 
“ certificate of registration of his trade-mark, issued in accordance 
‘with the provisions of this Act, to be recorded in books which 
‘ shall be kept for this purpose in the Department of the Treasury, 
“under such regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury shall 
‘“‘ prescribe, and may furnish to the Department facsimiles of his 
‘‘name, the name of the locality in which his goods are manu- 
“ factured, or of his registered trade-mark ; and thereupon the 
‘“‘ Secretary of the Treasury shall cause one or more copies of the 
‘‘ same to be transmitted to each collector or other proper officer of 
“ customs.” 

The provisions of this section give to manufacturers and traders 
located in foreign countries, which, by treaty stipulations, give 
similar privileges to the United States, the same advantages as are 
given to domestic manufacturers and traders. The Act does not 
affect names or trade-marks heretofore recorded in the Treasury 
Department, and as to them the protection granted so far as 
concerns prohibition of importation will continue. 

Manufacturers and traders, to avail themselves of the privileges 
of the Act, so far as concerns trade-marks, are required to register 


66 


€¢ 


66 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


their trade-marks with the Commissioner of Patents. Applica- 
tions for recording the names and trade-marks in this Department 
must state the name of the owner, his residence, and the locality 
in which his goods are manufactured, and in the case of trade- 
marks should be accompanied by a certified copy of the certificate 
of registration of his trade-mark, issued in accordance with the 
provisions of the Act, and the names of the port to which fac- 
similes should be sent. On the receipt by a customs officer of any 
such facsimiles, with information from the Department that they 
have been recorded therein, he will properly record and file them, 
and will exercise care to prevent the entry at the custom-house of 
any article of foreign manufacture copying or simulating such 
mark. A sufficient number of facsimiles should be forwarded to 
enable the Department to send one copy to each port named in the 
application, with ten additional copies for the files of the Depart- 
ment. No fees are charged for recording trade-marks in the 
Treasury Department and custom-houses. 

Special attention is invited to the provision prohibiting the entry 
of articles ‘‘ which shall bear a name or mark calculated to induce 
the public to believe that the article is manufactured in the United 
States, or that it is manufactured in any foreign country or locality 
other than the country or locality in which it is in fact manu- 
factured,” and collectors and other officers of the Customs are 
instructed to use due diligence to prevent violations of this 
provision. 

The provisions of the Act also apply to Porto Rico, the Philip- 
pine Islands, Hawaii, and any other territory under the jurisdiction 
and control of the United States. 





CUBA. 


The Cuban “ Gaceta Oficial” for the 16th February contains the 
text of regulations affecting the duties of the 
Board of Appeals Board of Appeals attached to the Customs 
against Decisions 4)... tment 
partment. 
of Collectors of Protests are only admissible, in general, 
Customs. against decisions of Customs officers, and not 
against decisions of the Revision Bureau of the Customs Depart- 
ment or of the Auditor-General’s Department. Customs officers 
are, however, authorised to receive appeals against decisions of 
the latter kind, and to forward them to the Department for 
consideration ; but not later than five days after the publication of 
such a decision. When a decision has been confirmed, appeal can 
only be made through the judicial channel (contencioso adminis- 
tratwwo). 
Protests must be made in Spanish. 
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CUBA—continued. 


Persons. who dispute the correctness of a chemical analysis 
made by the Customs must furnish a contradictory analysis duly 
certified by the proper authority. A third analysis is then made 
on the result of which the case is decided. 


‘A decision of the Cuban authorities affecting the tariff classification 
/ of cotton tissues known as “ splits” was pub- 
gvied See lished in the “ Board of Trade Journal” of the 
scat poles atalga 2nd February last to the following effect :— 
« Splits,” “* Width of Cotton Tissues.—‘ Splits.,—Cotton 
, “tissues cut into strips of 65 centimetres or 
‘* less are not entitled to the benefit of the provision in No. 114 of 
‘the Tariff for ‘Tissues . . . measuring not over 65 centi- 
“ * metres iw width, and weighing 8 kilogs. or more per 100 square 
“ metres.’ Duty is to be levied on such tissues according to the 
‘“‘ general rules for the classification of tissues, under No. 114 or 
“115 of the Tariff, without regard to the special provision 
“ referred to. 

‘¢ Note-—The above decision is applicable to cut tissues only, 
* and not to those called ‘splits’ which are manufactured of a 
“ definite width.” 

With reference to this notice the Board of Trade are now in 
receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a translation of a Circular 
which appeared in the Cuban “ Gaceta Oficial’ for the 14th March, 
assimilating “splits” to cut tissues for tariff purposes, on the 
ground that “splits ” have not the full width of manufacture, and 
are consequently without two completely perfect or finished edges. 

From the date on which this circular comes into force, therefore 
—90 days after publication in the “Gaceta Oficial ”—cotton 
“splits” 65 centimetres or less in width will not be entitled to 
benefit under the provision in No. 114 of the Tariff for ‘“ tissues 
measuring not over 65 centimetres in width and weighing 8 kilogs. 
or more per 100 square metres,” and duty will consequently be 
levied on such “splits” according to the general rules governing 
the classification of tissues without regard to this special 
provision. 





CHILE—BOLIVIA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 

Treaty between information to the effect that a Treaty of 

gle ade Friendship and Commerce between Chile and 

Countries Bolivia has been signed, and approved by the 

: Legislatures of both countries. The ratifica- 
tions of this treaty will shortly be exchanged. 

As regards foreign trade, the chief points of interest in the new 
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treaty are that Chile concedes to Bolivia in perpetuity full and 
free right of trade-transit through the territory previously ceded to 
Chile by Bolivia on the Pacific Coast. Bolivia is to have the right 
to establish Custom houses in the ports she may select for that 
purpose, the present ports being Antofagasta and Arica. Chilean 
and Bolivian goods imported into the territories of the other con- 
tracting party, or carried over its State railways, are to be 
reciprocally subject to most-favoured-nation treatment as regards 
duties or railway rates, pending the conclusion of a special Treaty. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
translation of an Argentine Presidential Decree 
prohibiting the importation of seeds of alfalfa 
(lucerne), and other forage plants containing 
more than fifty grains of dodder to the kilo- 


Importation of 
Forage Plant 
Seeds. 


gramme. 

Requests to be permitted to import seeds of forage plants must 
be accompanied by a certificate from a competent scientific 
authority in the country of origin, legalised by the proper Argentine 
Consulate, to the effect that the seed is free from dodder or does 
not contain more than the allowed proportion thereof. 





COLOMBIA. 


New Customs Tariff.—Continued from p. 166 of last week’s “ Board 
of Trade Journal.” 


{ NOTE.—AIl the duties given below, with the exceptions mentioned in Article V, 
rediire to be increased by the surtax of 70 per cent. | 


Per kilog. 
Dols. Gold. 
Perfumery and Soap. 
Florida, Divina, and Kananga waters eas 0 15 


All other articles of perfumery and for toilet, such as essences, soaps, 
creams, razor-strops, tooth and clothes brushes, &c., not specially 


mentioned one eee ove ove eee eee eee ove oe 1 650 
Common oil soap oe om ove eee eee eee eee ooo 8 10 
Common resin and tallow soap one eee ae ose a coe. OO 

Paper and Cardboard, 
Periodicals, pamphlets and other printed matter ... - see oe Free, 
Paper— 

e White, not sized, and coloured, for printing 0 03 
Brown paper, and all other common paper for wrapping and packing 0 03 
Sand paper ... oe ove ose eee eee ove aa -- O O8 
Cigarette paper .... . O' 
Writing paper, envelopes, “and all other paper not specially men- 

tioned ; stationery not specially mentioned .. 33 ve «os 8 JO 
Tissue paper ( papel ‘ing 0 06 
Music paper, ruled .. 7 0 15 
Blank books, ruled or not, and note-books oe ; = 


Books, printed 
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_ inued. 
CO LOM BlA—continue Per Miler. 


Dols. Gold.. 


Paper —continued — 
Pictures, maps, and engravings of all kinds, and music in manuscript 


or printed... on vee se ove eco we ~~ © 
Paper, entirely gilt or silvered bid 0 20 
Wall a 0 and pow marbled or stained for bookbinding and other 
urposes eee eos eee 0 10 
Cardboard— 
For printing, bookbinding, lithography, and other industrial uses ... 0 03 
In other articles, with the exception of playing cards a 2 © 
Playing cards... one oes ose - ‘ 1 bu 
Wood. 
Building woods, such as poles, beams, pieces of wood for railway — 
joists and boards, neither planed nor finished ... Free. 
Common woods, planed, and cabinetmaker’s woods, planed or ‘not, un- 
manufactured, with the exception of veneers... _ see 0 Ol 
Veneers 0 10 
Mouldings, carvings, and ornaments for furniture ; ‘and frames, gilt ornot 0 15 
Furniture— 


Bedsteads, large dining tables, wardrobes and large chests of drawers 
for clothes or other uses, without mirrors, carvings, or inlaid work 0 03 
Of all kinds, with mirrors, carvings, inlaid work, or upholstered 
with woollen or silk tissues... ove eee ose eve a a 
Not specially mentioned . 0 10 
NoTE.—Amongst furniture, whatever ‘be its quality, are ‘not in- 
cluded mattresses, cushions, &e. ; ; when these art‘cles are imported 
separately, they shall be dutiable according to the stuff covering the 


same. 
Statues, images, and altars for churches... ~ eos _ a tt 
Musical instruments— 
Organs and pianos .. - _ oes ove ses — © & 
Harmoniums, barrel-organs, and harps .. ove ove ne -- O 10 
Other... oes ane ose ove one ma ae 
Pencils, for writing and for carpenters ose eee ove oe oo O IO 
Moulds and rules (for mechanical ie OSE ° 0 10: 
Bellows for forges ons mn ve _ oes ose 0 03 
» other = ars “we we hab win - .. O 10 
Saddle-trees, uncovered... _ oes aren _— ose ‘ee aw 2 a 
Buckets and tubs a . O O08 
Barrels, pipes, and casks, ‘put together | or not, for dry goods or liquids .. 0 02 
Taps for barrels or casks ove eee 0 03 
Common wooden boxes, roughly made, put together or not, for packing. 0 02 
Small boards for match-boxes and wood for matches... ... ose 0 03 
Vehicles— 
Carriages and trucks for railways coe eee oo. Free. 
Carts and trucks for the transport of goods and other similar uses... O 02. 
Coaches and carriages of all kinds ove ove me sie -- O O83 
Velocipedes .. - 0 20 


Ships and boats, complete or in pieces, intended ‘for the navigation of 
the inland waters of the — coe coe oon eae ose .. O Ol 


Oars sep int eee - ie -~ ons a aon = » 
Houses, in pieces... cee eee eee ove — 
Windows, doors, &e., imported separately eee ose _ ove 2 
Machinery— 
Marine engines; mechanical, industrial, mining, and agricultural 

machines . oe ove ove ove oes eos 0 03 
Walking sticks, without swords ove eee see eee 0 60 
Manufactures of wood not specially mentioned ... 0 20 


(To be continued.) 
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RUSSIA. 


H.M. Consul-General at Warsaw (Mr. A. Murray) reports, in a 
recent despatch to the Foreign Office, that a 


Pe a od second line on the section Warsaw-Tluszcz of 
~t the Warsaw-St. Petersburg railway, a distance 
Sutertane tall. of 21 miles, which was constructed last year, 
a was opened to traffic on the 14th April. The 


only section of this line which now remains 
single is that from Tluszcz to Malkin, a distance of 31 miles. 
A second line is however being laid down on this section, and 
will be completed by the autumn of this year. 


RUSSIA—SIBERIA. 


Referring to the rumoured difficulties in the forthcoming carriage 
of Siberian butter to Baltic ports, the British 
Commercial Agent in Russia (Mr. Henry 
Cooke) forwards an extract from the ‘‘ Com- 
mercial and Industrial Gazette” giving the conclusions of a 
Commission appointed to enquire into the subject. It appears 
that the full existing stock of ice trucks (with the exception of 70 
trucks in all, diverted to military uses) will, as before, be devoted 
to the exclusive carriage of butter. They will not be run in 
special express trains but in ordinary goods trains, and the maxi- 
mum number of butter trains per week cannot exceed seven, in 
place of the nine run last year. Consequently the maximum 
quantity of butter that can be despatched cannot exceed 350,000 
pouds. June and July being the months of greatest export 
activity, part of the butter despatched will have to be sent in 
August and September. So as to better regulate despatches, 
Siberian exporters will be duly warned, and British importers will 
likewise be made acquainted with the changed conditions. 


Poud = 36 lbs. 


GERMANY. 


Referring to the notice on pp. 216-7 of the “Board of Trade 
— Journal” of 4th August, 1904, a despatch has 
Canal Syst been received at the Fore'gn Office from H.M. 

ana’ eysvem- Commercial Attaché at Berlin (Mr. W. S. H. 
Gastrell) enclosing a copy of the new law concerning the building 
of canals in Prussia and the improvement of its existing water- 
ways. 

The total cost of the scheme is 16,728,7501., of which 12,537,5001. 
fall to the cost of building the canal from the Rhine to the Weser, 
including the canalisation of the Iippe and various accessory 
works. A sum of 2,150,0001. is granted for the making of a canal 
for large vessels from Berlin to Stettin ; 1,058,750. goes to improv- 





Export Traffic in 
Siberian Butter. 
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ing the waterway between the Oder and Vistula and to better a 
portion. of the Warthe; and 982,5001. is allowed for the canalisa- 
tion of part of the Oder, subject to the agreement of certain local 
public bodies to contribute in respect of interest and loss on work- 
ing expenses. On the Rhine-Weser Canal and branches a uniform 
towing system is to be worked by the State. 

A copy of the Law (in German) may be seen at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 


10 a.m. and 1 p.m.). 





FRENCH CONGO. 


The “ Dépéche Coioniale” of 28th April states that the French 
p 2 Rail Colonial Minister has appointed a committee 
ee of engineers who will sail from Bordeaux on 


a a 15th May, to carry out surveys for the con- 
Me esa . struction of a railway to connect Libreville 
VSS UNG. with the river Congo. The length of the pro- 


posed line is estimated at about. 750 kilometres. 





SPAIN. 


The ‘‘ Gaceta de Madrid” of 26th April contains a Decree habili- 
a tating the Port of Bonanza, in the province of 
Anapaenes Pant Cadiz, for the importation of fresh fish, chemical 


Opened to Trade. and mineral manures. 





ITALY. 


The Italian “Gazzetta Ufficiale” of 22nd April contains a Law 
authorising the State to administer the follow- 


State :; 
_ ing railways from Ist July, 1905 :— 
pore cman (a) The lines belonging to the State which 
Of MaLWaySs. form part of the Mediterranean, Adriatic and 


Sicilian railways 

(b) The Domodossola-Iselle, Domodossola-Arona, and Santhia- 
Borgomanero-Arona railways. 

(c) The Alessandria-Piacenza, Novi-Tortona, Vigevano-Milan, 
Turin-Pinerolo, Pinerolo-Torrepellice, Acqui-Alessandria, Mortara- 
Vigevano, Chivasso - Ivrea, ‘Torreberetti- Pavia, Pontegalera - 
Fuimicino, Voghera-Pavia-Brescia, Cremona-Mantua, Mantua- 
Modena, Palazzolo-Paratico and Monza-Calolzio railw ays. 

(d) The Lecco-Colico railway. 

(e) The Naples-Eboli railway. 

The State is further authorised to enter into negotiations for 
the administration of the Torre Annunziata-Castellamare railway, 
the Rome-Viterbo railway, with its branch lines, and the Varese- 
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Porto Ceresio, Brescia-Iseo, Ascoli-Sambenedetto del ‘Tronto, 
Teramo-Giulanova, Foggia-Lucera, Foggia-Manfredonia, and 
Zollina-Gallipoli railways. 

The new materials, for the purchase of which provision is made 
in the Law, are to be acquired from native manufacturers. 

Existing tariffs and conditions of transport are to be provisionally 
maintained. 

The ‘“ Gazzetta” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, 
E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Satur- 
days, 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.). 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul at Chicago (Mr. Alexander Finn), 
reporting that new railway rates came into 
a a ant effect on 1st April for the following com- 
modities in car load lots from Chicago to New 

York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore :— 


New Railway 





New Phila- Balti- 
York. delphia. more. 





Per ton Per ton Per ton 


Rails, new, iron and steel, min. weight, 2,240 lbs, | 2,240 lbs. | 2,240 lbs, 
20 gross tons... = -«» Dols. 3°15 2°75 2°75 

Pig-iron, min. weight 20 tons bse oe © 3°10 2°70 2°50 

Billets unfinished.. vos ( ) 

Blooms, unfinished.. Min | 

Crop ends weight ’ ; , 

Ingots eo | 20 , ” 1 3°30 2:90 2°70 

Muck or puddle bars one tons. j; 

Slabs, unfinished J L 


Per ton Per ton Per ton 
2,000 lbs. | 2,000 lbs. | 2,000 lbs, 


Ingot moulds .. ( Min. weight ; ; 
Pig moulds ... bee 20 tons. - 530 a a0 

















MEXICO. 


According to statistics given in the Presidential Address to Con- 
Railwa gress, published in the “Diario Oficial” of 
oe std Mexico of Ist April, 134 kilometres of railway 
1904-05. were opened to traffic during the year ended 

31st March, 1905. The total length of railways 


in the country now amounts to 17,630 kilometres. 
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CHILE—BOLIVIA. 


See p. 201 for a notice regarding the new commercial treaty 
Railway to between Chile and Bolivia, an important 
caeaiaah iiasiiend stipulation being that Chile undertakes, within 
of Arica with 02° Year from its ratification, to contract for the 
La Paz construction of a railway to connect the Port 

of Arica with La Paz, the capital of Bolivia. 





CHINA. 


Referring to the notice on p. 599 of the “‘ Board of Trade Journal ” 
ines of 30th June, 1904, respecting the connection 
River of Chinan Fu, the capital of Shantung, with 

on : the sea, a communication has been received at 
german 2 the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
pkey Board of Trade from H.M. Consul at Chefoo 

(Mr. P. E. O’Brien Butler) to the effect that during last autumn 

two tugs were put on the Hsiaohsing River, and, by means of a 

_pony tramway, the connection was made between Tangchiaokou 

and Chinan. 

Mr. Butler adds that a railway is now being constructed by the 
Shantung Railway Company, which will run in the same district 
as the existing tramway, and will probably supplant it. It is 
nominally a Chinese enterprise, and 20,000 taels have been sub- 
scribed by native shareholders. 


In his report for 1904, H.M. Consul-General at Canton (Mr. Jas. 
Progress of the Scott) states, with reference to railway matters, 
c that in 1902 the American Syndicate which had 

anton-Hankow . 
secured the concession of the Canton-Hankow 
aE alway b tions to the west of the cit 
shai Railways. ailway began operations to the west of the city 
of Canton on the construction of the main 
line. Work went on slowly, for the efforts of the syndicate were 
directed to the completion of a branch line to Fatshan and Sam- 
shui, where the prospects of a local remunerative traffic were 
especially promising. This Fatshan line was finished and opened 
to traffic in November, 1903, and in 1904 the continuation to 

Samshui was completed, and trains are now running daily. The 

receipts from the passenger trade on this branch line have sur- 

passed all expectations—especially on the Canton-Fatshan section 

—and amount to over 200 dols. a day. (Foreign Office, Annual 

Series, 3,344.) 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY: 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH—QUEENSLAND. 


The following table, extracted from the “ Queensland Government 
Mining Journal,” shows the quantity and value 









































ineral ; . 
mineral of minerals produced in the State of Queens- 
Production in . , ° 
1904 land during the year 1904, with corresponding 
figures for the preceding year :— 
1903. 1904. 
Quantity.| Value. Quantity. | Value. 
£ & 
Gold Ozs.| 648,546 | 2,839,810 || 689,151] | 2,714,934 
Silver ... » | 642,125 65,538 || 654,929 71,858 
Opal —_ 7,300 — 3.550 
Gems ... aa 7,000 - 10,575 
... Lons 3,709 243,149 3,923 270,276 
Lead ... i 3,795 43.639 2,046 24,560 
Coal . “ 507,801 164,798 566,831 166,557 
Copper a 4,916 | 285,122 4,370 | 257,896 
Wolfram F i97 7,870 1,539 161,635 
Manganese " 1,320 5,332 830 3,540 
Bismuth vue ad 11 2.523 20 3,581 
Bismuth and Wolfram 11 ewts, 73 
Molybdenite ... ; 24 2,100 || °° 2,673 
Lime ... o nen oo 80O lO 13,612 8 060 18,773 10,820 
Ironstone oe wen a - 9,808 3,852 4,424 1,659 
Scheelite ” ove i:  * - = 1 75 
Total value a 7 — 846,283 = 989,328 
TRINIDAD. 


A communication has been received at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade from the Collector 
of Customs, Port of Spain, enclosing a copy of 
a report by the Government geologist on the 
Mayaro-Guayaguayare oilfield in Trinidad. 

It is stated in a prefatory note that during the continuation of 
geological surveys in other districts, a great quantity of additional 
information about the prospects of oil production in Trinidad has 
been collected. Development work has also proceeded in the 
Mayaro-Guayaguayare oilfield. 

The report may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of ‘Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m, (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. and 1 p.m.). 


Petroleum. 
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MEXICO. 


The following tablé,: extracted from the ‘recent report of 
| +9" Mr. Biorklund, Clerk to H.M. Legation at 
Mining Industry. Mexico City, gives the reported value of the 
production from the gold and silver mines of 

Mexico, as supplied by the Finance Department :— 











Year. , Gold. Silver. 

Dollars. Dollars. 
ee. 7. | viii-c Ol cali? iciigat : al ee 70,350,346 
908 kee ~_ ol —_ ies ed ---| 10,318,384 76,770,425 
1903 ont pa oa sae si a vss] 10,851,271 89,364,383 








Mr. Biorklund adds that besides silver and gold, which form the 
two principal branches of the mining industry in Mexico, the ex- 
ports include antimony and iron, and the returns of the titles for 
mining properties show that they have been issued for the develop- 
ment and extraction of the following minerals :—Antimony, 
sulphur, bismuth, tin, iron, manganese, mercury, nickel and zinc, 
as well as rock salt; and also for the extraction of opals, turquoises, 
garnets, and tourmalines. In the same manner that the latter are 
now being found in many parts of the country, it is quite possible 
that time will discover the existence of other precious stones, some 
of which, like the emerald, were known to the ancient Aztecs, but 
so far no one has found the locality where they were found. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,332.) 


—_, 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


H.M. Consul at Buenos Ayres (Mr. A. C. Ross, C.B.) states, in 
his recent report to the Foreign Office, that 

Gold Dredging, various gold dredging companies have been 
floated to carry on this industry in the Argentine 

Republic and in Bolivia just across the frontier. Preliminary 
borings and tests that have been made show that there are very 
good prospects, but, as none of the companies referred to has had 
a dredger at work (one has been running a dredger in Brazil with 
some success), it is impossible to say with certainty what may be 
the result.. The difficulties of transport have proved very serious. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,347.) 
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AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 29th April, 1905, 
were as follow :— 
Wheat ... sie oes .. 308. 9d. 
Barley ... oN ru . 248, 4d, 
Oats... vibe ooo 178. 9d. 


For further particulars see p. 228. 


Statements are published on pp. 229-30, showing the quantities of 
I t ;. the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
re bie imported into the United Kingdom during the 

© weeks ended the 22nd and 29th April, 1905, 
as well as of the imports during the corresponding weeks of 
1904. 





NEW ZEALAND. 


The ‘‘ New Zealand Gazette ” gives the following particulars of the 
area in New Zealand of wheat, oats and barley 








Agreesieen for threshing, and the estimated yields of same 
Estimates, for 1904-5 :— 
1904-5. ; 
| —_— Estimated /Total Estimated 
| * Yield per Acre. Yield. 
Acres. Bushels, Bushels. 
Wheat coe ose oe eos 258,015 27 6,966,405 
Oats ... on awe oe ...| 342,189 32 10,950,048 
sarley ans oes éda oti 29,484 30 884,520 














It was estimated that the wheat on hand in excess of require- 
ments on lst March, 1905 (not including the season’s crop) would 
be 1,112,583 bushels. 


BRITISH WEST INDIES—ST. VINCENT. 


The report on St. Vincent for the year 1908-04, recently issued 

by the Colonial Office, states that 136 bales of 
Cotton Industry. excellent cotton, realising from 4d. (this figure 

is for the Upland quality) to 1s. 3$d. per Ib., 
have been shipped from the Colony since April, 1904, and the 
resent area in cultivation, from which the crop is being taken off 
at the time of writing*, is approximately 1,471 acres. With these 
prices, which moreover leave a fair margin for a fall, the industry 


should certainly pay. 








* Report dated 3lst January, 1905. 
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BRITISH WEST INDIES—ST. VINCENT—continued. 


During the year a cotton ginning factory of the most modern 
—_ approved pattern, planned by the Imperial 
nr Comntaleiieiinr of Agriculture after a personal 
wei inspection of many cotton estates in the 
Southern States of America, which he visited specially in connec- 
tion with the desired revival of the cotton industry in the West 
Indies, was erected and equipped with six single action Macarthy 
gins supplied by three different firms. These gins effectively 
dealt with the first experimental crop of Sea Island cotton. 
The cost of the factory, erected with the object of assisting to 
raise the fallen fortunes of the Island, and so improve the condi- 
tion of its people, was defrayed from the Soufriére Eruption Fund. 





FRANCE. 


In his report for 1904, H.M. Consul at Calais (Mr. C. A. Payton) 
Wheat vroduc-  *4tes that, according to a high authority, the 
tion sch area sown in wheat for 1904, was for the 
District Department of the Nord, 296,360 acres; Pas- 
‘ de-Calais, 333,600 acres; and Somme, 274,970 

acres. 

The production of wheat for the year is estimated at 2,320,386 
cwts. for the Nord, 2,603,478 cwts. for the Pas-de-Calais and 
2,057,436 cwts. for the Somme. 

Sowings for 1905 are reckoned at 297,750 acres for the Nord, 
338,530 acres for the Pas-de-Calais and 305,890 acres for the 
Somme. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,346.) 





CHINA. 


H.M. Consul-General at Canton (Mr. James Scott) states in his 

report for 1904, that tea has ceased to hold a 

Canton Tea Trade. place in Canton trade—some 25,000 piculs of 

all sorts cover the export. Much that has gone 

to Australia and the United Kingdom has been of low quality, 

and in some instances admission was refused by the Custom-house 

authorities in London. The tea season of 1904 has closed with 

heavy losses both to native and foreign merchants, and all accounts 

agree in pronouncing the Canton tea trade “dead.” (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,344.) 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 27th April, 1905, 
Cotton Statistics. was 86,729 (including 17 bales British West 
Indian and 87 bales British West African), and 
the number imported during the 17 weeks ended the 27th April 
was 1,480,924 (including 1,343 bales British West Indian and 814 
bales British West African). As regards exports, the figures are, 
for the week ended the 27th April, 1905, 1,725 bales, and for the 
17 weeks, 164,489 (including 16 bales British West African). 
For further details see p. 228. 


The fifty-seventh annual meeting of the Association of Trade Pro- 
tection Societies of the United Kingdom will 
be held at the Trocadero Restaurant, Piccadilly 
Circus, W., on Wednesday, 10th May, 1905. 
Trade Protection The chair will be taken at 10.30 o’clock pre- 
Societi cisely by the President, Mr. G. M. Chamber- 
ocieties of the jain. Motions will be d on th 
United Kingdom. ae ; dite tn lng Em 
. following subjects :—New County Court Rules; 
County Court Reform; County Courts; County, Courts (Ireland) ; 
Execution of Decrees; Inferior Courts Judgments Extension ; 
Deeds of Arrangement Act ; Deeds of Arrangement ; Assignments 
of Book Debts; Bankruptcy; Administration Orders ; Fraudulent 
Debtors; Debentures; Trade Marks; Patent Law; Telephones ; 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry; Income Tax and Co-opera- 
tive Societies; Co-operative Societies; Commercial Travéllers in’ 
British Colonies ; Commercial Travellers Abroad; Canals; Regis- 
tration of Firnis; House Letting Bill; Private Bill Legislation 
(Ireland); Leasehold’ Enfranchisement Bill and Leaseholders 
(Purchase of Fee Simple) Bill; Camp Trading; Weights and 
Measures; Fire Insurance ; Commercial Law Reform; Bankruptcy 
Extradition ; Bills of Exchange; Metric Weights and Measures ; 
Railway Rates; Rating of Machinery; Sale of Butter Bill. 


Forthcoming 
Meeting of the 
Association of 





NEW ZEALAND. 


The “ New Zealand Gazette” for the 16th February contains particu- 
Results of Store lars of the results of stores contracts, 1905-8, 
with names of successful tenderers and prices 
of the various articles contracted for, including 
ironmongery of all kinds, explosives, chemicals and drugs, oils, 
colours, &c., india rubber goods, iron and steel, leather, &c., at 
Auckland, Wellington, Addington, and Hillside. 

The “Gazette” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E. C., any 


day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
and 1 p.m.), 


Contracts. 
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| RUSSIA. 
The official * Viestnik Finansoff” of 6th/19th March publishes a 
Chemical lengthy review of the Moscow chemical industry 
Industry in 1904. and trade in 1904, a summary of which has 
*y been received from the British Commercial 
Agent in Russia (Mr. Henry Cooke). According to this summary, 
the position of the chemical industry in Russia is in general 
difficult enough. The majority of Russian chemical works turn 
out one and the same product, the consequences of which appear 
in the form of over-production, and low, even ruinous prices. Of 
late years Russian chemical manufacturers have repeatedly 
attempted to come to some agreement under separate heads, 
following the example of foreign syndicates and trusts, proposing 
as the aim in view not to raise prices that have fallen, but only to 
keep them from further decline. But even this modest scope has 
not always been attainable. Over-production, and the impossi- 
bility of disposing of piled-up superfluous stocks at length forced 
first one and then another of the participators to withdraw from the 
agreement, even though this at once led to a further ruinous fall of 
prices. 

Last year was a particularly bad year in this respect. External 
competitors of the Moscow works, in consequence of decreased 
sales in their regions (partly under the undoubted influence of the 
war), rushed with special force on Moscow, reducing the already 
extremely low prices. 


With reference to the figures of the trade of Russia given on 
Trade vid 104 of the “Board of Trade Journal” of 
Euro 20th April, the Board of Trade have received, 

<emag through the Foreign Office, summaries of the 
Frontiers in ne Song "8 : . 
1904 official statistics of the trade of Russia by 
European Frontiers in 1904, with comparative 
figures for the preceding year, from which the following table has 
been taken :— 





Imports, Exports. 





1903. 1904, 1903. 1904, 





Roubles. Roubles. Roubles, Roubles. 
Articles of food ... --| 87,400,000 | 92,600,000 || 596,500,000 | 614,900,000 
Raw and  semi- worked 

materials - ---| 342,800,000 | 332,800,000 || 312,600,000 | 300,800,000 
Animals and livestock ...| 1,600,000 | 1,500,000 || 20,200,000 | 16,100,000 
Manufactured goods .-.| 170,800,000 | 156,700,000 21,400,000 | 23,200,000 




















Total ws» eae| 602,600,000 | 583,600,000 || 949,700,000 | 955,000,000 
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ITALY—SOMALILAND. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
een ten Ambassador at Rome (Sir E. H. Egerton, 
r G.C.M.G., K.C.B.), transmitting copy and 

ommercialand + nslation of a new Convention between the 

Industrial 
err sat Italian Government and the Commercial Society, 
P J Limited, of the Benadir. The previous Conven- 
tion (of 1898) between the Italian Government and the Society 
is thereby dissolved. 

Under the new convention the Government will grant to the 
society an annual subsidy of 2,400/. (lire 60,000) for the working 
of a monthly postal service between Aden, Benadir, and Zanzibar 
during the North-east monsoon by means of two steamships 
(from 500 to 600 tons), the service to be inaugurated within 
18 months. 

Certain public works, to cost not more than six million lire 
(240,000/.), and to be completed within 10 years, are provided for 
under the convention, the same to include :—A pier and jetty at 
Mogadiscio ; a bridge at Merca; harbour works at Brava; and a 
road, to be eventually converted into a narrow gauge railway, 
between Brava and Goscia; and the repairing of the Vebi Gof or 
the opening of another irrigation canal. 

With the object of facilitating the agricultural undertakings of 
the Society, the Government concedes land to the right and left of 
the road and canal before-mentioned, for cultivation preferably 
under cotton, within a period of ten years. 

The working of the forests, mines, and fisheries is also provided 
for under the Convention. 

The document may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. and 


1 p.m.). 





MEXICO. 


In the course of the Presidential Address delivered at the opening 
anal of the Mexican Congress on the Ist April, 
Utilisation of published in the “ Diario Oficial” of the same 
Water Power, date, Sefor Diaz remarked on the increasing 
use in Mexico of water power for agricultural 

and industrial purposes. He stated that during the twelve months 
under review, concessions had been granted for the appropriation 
of 12,224 litres per second from the rivers Ameca, Fuerte, San 
Lorenzo and Castillo de Vaca, for irrigation ; and of 52,150 litres 
per second from the rivers Angulo, Lerma, San Gerénimo, Atoyac, 


Nexapa, Conchos and Baluarte. 
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MEXICOQ—centinued. 

The ‘‘ Diario Oficial” of Mexico, of 3rd April, contains a Decree 
; establishing an Exchange and Currency Com- 
be 2 am a mission, in sr tn with the se i of 
, cn ang Article 32 of the Law of 25th March (see 
csr ll pp. 38-9 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 
oth January and pp. 130-31 of the “ Journal ” 

of 20th April). 

Of the nine members of the Commission, two will be so ex-officio, 
viz. :—The General Treasurer of the Federation and the Director- 
‘General of the Mints; of the remainder, three are to be nominated 
by the National Bank of Mexico, the Bank of London and Mexico 
and the Central Mexican Bank, and four are to be selected by the 
Secretary of Finance from among persons who have experience or 
special attainments in banking matters. The seven latter members 
may be of any nationality. 

The following are among the principal functions of the 
Commission :—to decide as to the striking of coins intended for 
interior circulation, determining the quantity and kinds of coin 
that are to be struck; to buy bars of gold, silver, nickel or bronze 
for coining ; to withdraw from circulation worn coins that need to 
be re-coined, and to send them to the Mint for that purpose; to 
receive from the Mint all money coined and, when necessary, put 
it into circulation. 

The Commission was to enter on its functions on the 8th April. 

The “Diario” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 


and 1 p.m.). 


With reference to the previous notice mentioned above, it may 

be of interest to add that Article 17 of the Law of 25th March 

rovides for the coinage for export only of dollars bearing the die 
prior to 1898, and provided the coins bear special coantermarks. 


CHILE. 

The ‘‘ Diario Oficial” of Chile, of 4th March contains a Decree 
Pili tin commissioning Don Santos Torres Tornero to 

biel make a study of the furniture and materials in 
Report on School... in schools and libraries in Europe and the 
and Libr ney wer- United States of America, with a view to sub- 
aitize i% Durepe mitting a report on this subject to the Chilean 

and the U.S.A. ‘Minister of Education. 


BRAZIL. 
In a recent despatch to the Foreign Office, the Acting British Consul- 
Trad General at Rio de Janeiro (Mr. C. B. Rhind) 
ae ~~ * reports that the Department of Commercial 
08. statistics has just published the complete 
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Miscellaneous. 





returns of Brazilian imports and exports during the year 1903, 
from which it appears that the value of the total foreign trade of 
the country during that period amounted to 543,000 contos of 
reis gold (61,087,500/.) or 12,000 contos (1,350,000/.) more than 
in 1902. 

Imports amounted to 215,000 contos (24,187,5001.) being an 
increase over 1902 of about 8,000 contos (900,0001.). According 
to the data received up to the present, the value of imports during 


1904 amounted to 27,000,0002. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


In his report for 1904, H.M. Consul at Buenos Ayres (Mr. A. C. 
Ross, C.B.), remarks that there has been an 


New Exports. increase of 400 tons in the export of marble 
and of 300 tons in that of bar copper, both 
new articles of export, and an increase in gold and silver ore 


of 2,800 kilogs. 
Hog bristles and cow hair (43 tons) are new articles of export, 


but their destinations are not mentioned in the returns. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 3,347.) 








JAPAN. 


The report of the Yokohama Chamber of Commerce for March 
; states that the Japanese Department of Agri- 
Timber Export to culture and Commerce intend to export timber 


North China. from. the State forests to North China and 


Korea, through contract exporters. According to Imperial Ordi- 
nance No. 32, just issued, contracts for exporting the State timber 
will only be concluded with those merchants whose annual business 
taxis not less than 250 yen, or with those companies which have 
a paid up capital of not less than 50,000, or those merchants abroad 
who are testified by the Japanese Consul as ati: property 
worth 50,000 yen or upwards. | 

This business enterprise is believed to be a promising one. 
Hitherto, North China and Korea have obtained their timber: 
supplies mainly from the banks of the Yalu. But this source of 
supply was stopped for military reasons, and the timber now 
brought to the market from South China and America is quite 
different from that to be exported from Japan, so that competition 
is out of the question. In Japan, the demand for timber is amply 
supplied from private forests and a large surplus remains for 
export. In view of these circumstances, the Diet recently voted 
380,000 yen as expenditure for carrying on this business. Accord- 
ing to the authorities, the forests first to be felled for exportation 
purposes, will be'those in Aomori and Akita prefectures and Kishu, 


Tosa, and Shinshu provinces. 


— saeat 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 17 Weeks ended 27th April, 1905. 
































Week ended 17 Weeks Week ended 17 Weeks 

— 27th April, | 9-044. || 97th April, | .°ote4. 
1905. 27th April, 1905. 27th April, 

“ 1905. , 1905. 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 

American oe. bee oles 70,592 1,218,842 754 - 115,182 

Brazilian eee ove ove 2,642 18,108 aaa 328 

East Indian ... ose eee 79 18,221 380 5,405 

Egyptian oan en 12,338 201,759 551 42,527 
Miscellaneous eee eee 1,078* 23,994+ 40 1,047f 

= ove ese 86,729 1,480,924 1,725 164,489 











* Including 17 bales British West Indian and 87 bales British West African. 
+ Including 1,343 bales British West Indian and 814 bales British West African. 
t .Including 16 bales British West African. 


Corn Prices. 

Svatement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 29th April, 1905, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 








Average Price. 








Wheat, Barley. Oats. 

‘ & ae s. d, & 4d, 

Week ended 29th April, 1905... ne She: 621-82 2 
Corresponding week in— 

1898 eee eee eee eee eee see 42 4 97 8 20 4 

1899 eee eee eee eee eee eee 25 3 24 5 17 6 

1900 eee eee eee eee eee eee 25 ll 25 3 18 0 

i a Jo we ae me Gis. 4 i eS 

1902 eee tov eee eee eee eee 29 9 27 5 21 10 

1903 see eee eee eee see ees 26 10 22 1 18 0 

1904 eee eee eee eee eee eee 27 8 21 l 16 3 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats, | 


bn asieal 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
22nd April, 1905, together with the quantities imported in the 


corresponding week of the previous year. 




















Week ended | Correspond- 
ee 22nd April, | ing Week in 
1905. 1904, 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves soe «= oee| += Number. 12,437 7,432 
Sheep and lambs ont wi — a im 3,317 6,640 
Swine ... ove ove eee eee - ” o — 
Horses ... _ wes a a - 270 401 
Fresh Meat :— 
Beef eee eee eee eee eee ee Cwts. 108,177 87,602 
Mutton eee eee eee eee eee ee 9 89,066 85,730 
Pork eee eee eee eee eee ee ” 6,974 9,235 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon eee eee eee eve eee ee Cwtsa. 98,144 93,643 
Beef eee ate eee eee eee ee +b] 2,946 1,324 
Hams ... ove oe eee oe ose - 27,414 19,366 
Pork ‘ coe ens _ cee ove am 2,308 6,233 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh eee = 17,414 16,801 
Meat, preserved otherwise than by salting... 9% 13,055 15,724 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter 2 coo sc co 06 ‘e00 Cwts. 95,352 95,844 
Margarine ee eee eee eee eee By 21,241 17,457 
Cheese ... cee we ove ece eee o 29,188 27,472 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums ove ose - _ — 
” cream eee eee coe eee eee 99 TL 3 
» condensed ee ove ove 00s a 15,294 19,670 
» preserved, other kinds... 2 — ass - 13 18 
Eggs ccs ow ove ove eco «| Grt. Hundr. 277,218 $16,625 
Poultry ... cee ove eee ose --| Value £ 23,473 18,281 
Game eee eee eee eee eee . ” 1,532 2,681 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) .. ove ee Owts. 8,287 6,031 
Lard woe on eve eve ove oe - 45,848 90,144 
Corn, grain, meal, and flour :—= 
Wheat ... one coe ove oe ee Cwts. 1,860,600 1,381,200 
Wheat meal and flour oon ota o o 188,900 277,100 
Barley ... oon eee eee ove oe ~ 110,700 512,000 
a uc | oe te oe ee - 291,700 193,800 
ose oce exe eee ee 1" 19,578 80,100 
Beans ove ove ave e06 ee “ 6,570 13,780 
Maize or Indian corn ... ook ooo oe . 816,700 862,200 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples ... one eve eco eee - Cwts. 43,282 46 591 
Apricots and peaches... a . 1 I 
Bananas _ qos oct ese es-| Bunches. 43,417 73,699 
Cherries eee ees ee ece eee ee Cwts. — —— 
Currants... ove ove eee eco we ~ — — 
Gooseberries .., ace tee ove - - _ _ 
Grapes .., vee eee eee eee - a 238 291 
Lemons ... ove eee eve ese oe “ 8,757 10,174 
Oranges... eos ” ow coe - “ 87,765 187,478 
Pears ase ose eve eee eve - “ 704 608 
Plums eee eee see eee ece ee ” =. au» 
' Strawberries... coe ede eee - . _ I 
Unenumerated ,.. eee ove ace - a 2,584 977 
Hay... oe ane eee one ese ° Tons. 1,894 3,168 
Straw oe ose eon eee eee oe - 2,090 2,985 
Moss Litter* eee eve ove eee - o 1,492 a 
Hops eee eve eca eee eee ee Cwts. 1,971 851 
Locust Beans... ce eco eee be - 8,500 8,100 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions ... _ coo oe oe «= ove} + Bushels, 327,156 90,767 
Potatoes ese one ace on - Cwts. 27,478 898,168 
Tomatoes eee ece eee eee ee ” 19,117. 19,387 
Wmenumerated ..0 «we cc we os} Valasd 14,475 18,600 
Vegetables, dried oo «(ee * a? ee Owts, 2,310 710 
Preserved by canning... eve ove - - 6,193 4,034 








* Not shown in 1904, 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom—(cont.). 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
29th April, 1905, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. j 
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Week ended | Correspond- 
29th April, ing week 
1905. in 1904. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves : .--| Number 8,903 14,361 
Sheep and lambs ce ove ove oe - 2,841 10,078 
Swine... il _ wie nn - - _ _ 
tel sy we ged ees . 229 298 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef -_ eee ene a ties “ Cwts. 97,392 98,722 
Mutton eee eee ece eee eee ee 99 114,832 167,873 
Pork eee ese eos wee eee be ry) 8,398 8,472 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon ... oon _ enn - - Cwts. 95,402 89,804 
Beef eee eee eee eee ee ee 99 4,186 4,144 
Hams eee eee eee eee ee ee 9? 27,760 17,204 
ae ee eo mn 5,433 4,661 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh We ms 17,435 14,198 
Meat, preserved, otherwise than by salting... 9” 20,1038 17,005 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Some al’. She SCs Sau we fee Cwts. Lays 105,198 
ar: i e eee eee eee ese ee 1,9 é 18,691 
a " 24,848 29,592 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums se - ” — — 
» Cream . sal ae ie - 33 108 
» condensed a i. Nae ie ” 12,805 12,919 
5» preserved, other kinds... ... ... . 4 116 
Eggs ioe wal me s on eee} Gt. Hundr. 217,181 849,231 
Poultry ... — an _— _ | Value £ 10,872 6,654 
Game ee rr ee ” 2,080 374 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) ... .. « Cwts. 9,567 5,109 
Lard ‘aT ae ae |. tae xa a 35,687 32,602 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
aes TG Sleds see (oe he Cwts. 1,874,200 1,229,200 
Wheat-meal and flour... eee eee ee ” 262,900 373,700 
Barley eee eee eee eee eee ee 99 414,500 312,000 
Oats... eee eee eee eee eee ee 99 294,700 277,900 
Peas... is in _— - ea - 29,000 44,380 
Beans eee eee eee eee eee se ” 12,640 6,270 
Maize or Indian corn... ... — eve io 809,700 605,900 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples eee eee ece eee eee ee Cwts. 27,840 45,424 
Apricots and hes eee eee eee ee ” - tng 
Bananas... one _— -_ a ...| Bunches 169,927 68,140 
Cherries ... ‘ =e - - m Cwts, — _ 
Currants... . ... inn _ on - ” a = 
Gooseberries eee ecco eee eee ee 9 ae 1 
Grapes eee eee eee ' eee eee ee ” 232 228 
Lemons eee eee ece eos ee ee +B 28,393 19,615 
Oranges eee eee eee | eee eee ee 9” 59,101 159,506 
i ei os oie wm si " 288 271 
Plums eee : eee eee ‘hee ee ee 99 — — 
Strawberries eee eee eee eee ee 9 rer Kp 
0 ES ere eee ot 200) 1,036 
Hay... eee eee ece ese ee ee Tons 2,429 2,943 
Straw eee eee eee eee eee ee 9 2,158 1,529 
ON ee ee eee - 2,074 _— 
Hops eee eee eee eee es“.ce Cwts. 1,103 1,641 
Locust beans =... ose oe ; . 9,060 1,394 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions _ eee | eee eee eee eee ee Bushels 159,158 138,638 
Potatoes... eee eee - eee ece ee Cwts. 43,469 427,922 
Tomatoes Oe si eet es “ 25,022 18,703 
Unenumerated ... we ss wee = eee} = Value £ 12,057 22,149 
Vegetables, dried... ... a” Cwts, 879 1,545 
Preserved by canning... .. « “ ” 11,095 2,958 














* Not shown in 1904, 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of March, 1905, have been 
published. ‘The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance 
of ls. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1903, in two volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 7s. ld. for the first, and 5s. for 
the second volume, at any of the addresses enumerated above. 
This publication, which contains much more detailed and exhaustive 
information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, gives 
Abstract Tables for the years 1899-1903, and detailed statements 
of imports and exports of each article (from and to each country) 
in the first volume, and in the second volume details as to customs 
duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, and articles in 
bond, and particulars of the trade of the United Kingdom with 
each foreign country. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE, 

The “ Board of 'l'rade Labour Gazette” is published by the Board 
of Trade the 16th of each month. The following are among 
the more important articles which appear in the April issue :— 
State of the Labour Market in March ; Wages in the Cotton Trade ; 
Co-operative Credit Societies; Relief of the Unemployed ; Prices 
of Coal and Iron; and Recent Conciliation and Arbitration Cases. 

FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following is a réswmé of some of the more interesting sub- 


jects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series issued 


since the last number of the “‘ Board of Trade Journal.” 


ANNUAL. 
No. 3,349. Trade and Agriculture of the Consular District of 
Chicago, 1904. 
Growth of Chicago as a steel trade, with statistics of 


commercial and _ industrial production of Lake Superior 
centre. iron ore. 
Hints for the increase of Shipbuilding and shipping. 
British trade. Statement of direct imports 
Progress of agriculture and into Chicago, 1900-04, show- 
of trade in agricultural pro- ing value from the United 
ducts. Kingdom. 


Condition of the iron and 

This publication contains also reports from the British Vice- 
Consuls at St. Louis, Kansas City, Denver, Omaha, St. Paul, and 
Duluth. | 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,350. Trade of Iceland, 1901-03. 


Official statistics of import 
and export trade, 1901-2. 

Good trade with the United 
Kingdom in ready-made cloth- 
ing and hardware. 


Account of export trade, salt 
fish being the most important. 
Shipping, harbour dues, &c. 


No. 3,351. Trade and Agriculture of Poland and Lithuania, 1904. 


General depression, owing 
to over-production, war and 
drought. 

Effect of the Russo-German 
commercial treaty. 

Few likely openings for 
British trade until after the 
war. 

Detailed account of agri- 
culture, including prospects 
for 1905. 

Stagnation of the timber 


trade. Construction of a 
timber port at Wloclawek. 

Advantages of selling agri- 
cultural machinery, artificial 
manures and seeds to and 
through the Agricultural 
Societies. 

Unfavourable state of textile 
industry, excepting jute. 

Effect of the tariff on the 
chemical industry 

Intended construction of the 
Vistula-Nieman-Dvina Canal. 


No. 3,352. Trade of Bilbao, 1904. 


Efforts to increase trade with 
South America. 

Account of the mineral in- 
dustry, with statistics of pro- 
duction, export, &c. 

Growth of manufacture of 
chemicals for industrial uses; 
effect on import trade. 

Openings for agricultural 
machinery and electric power 
plant. 


Competition in the cement 
trade. 

Tables of imports, exports 
and shipping, indicating the 
share of principal countries 
participating. 

Proposed alteration of Cus- 
toms tariff. 


This publication contains also reports by the British Vice-Consuls 
at Santander, San Sebastian and Castro Urdiales. 


No. 3,353. Trade of New York, 1904. 


Review of import and ex- 
port trade, with commentary 
regarding the principal articles 
showing variations. 

Increase in imports of cocoa, 
tea, and Scotch herrings 

Export of unmanufactured 
iron and steel more than four 
times in value that of 1903. 

Decreased shipments of boots 
and shoes to the United 
Kingdom. 


Condition of textile in- 
dustries. 

New lines of steamers. 

Returns of principal articles 
of import and export at New 
York in 1904, showing increase 
or decrease as compared with 
1993, and the average of the 
preceding five years. 
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Government Publications. 





No. 3,354. Trade of Newchwang, 1904. 


Review of trade during the 
past decade. Competition of 
American and Japanese cottons 
with British goods. 

Likely market for agricul- 
turalimplements, stoves, sewing 
machines and iron anchors. 

Continued increase in im- 
ports in 1904, but decrease in 
exports, 


Japanese yarn displacing the 
Indian article. 

Larger sales of gunny bags, 
hemp bags, American four, 
Japanese matches, American 
oil and all kinds of sugar. 

Growth of railway traffic. 

Comparative tables of im- 
ports, exports and shipping. 


MISCELLANEOUS SERIES. 
No. 663. Mineral Wealth of Siena ,and Grosseto (Italy). 


Deposits of iron ore and 
manganiferous iron ore. 

Prospects of developing 
copper mining in the district 
around Massa Marittima, and 
quicksilver mining in the 
region of Monte Amiata gene- 
rally. 


Growth of manufacture of 
colours and varnishes in which 
antimony enters. 

Proposed working of lignite 
and peat deposits. 

Prospects in connection with 
sulphur, boracic acid and 
marble. 





OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Wines Imported Return. 105. 


Price 4d. 


This is a return prepared by the Customs Authorities showing 
the quantity of wines at the various degrees of strength, which 
were imported into the United Kingdom in 1904 from Spain, 
Portugal, Madeira, France, Germany, Holland, Italy, Australasia 


and other countries. 


were imported in casks during 


bottles, making a 
quantity 2,994,376 


It appears that 10,656,837 gallons of wine 
1904, and 1,690,357 
grand total of 12,347,194 

gallons came from Spain, 2,887,881 from 


gallons in 


Of this 


gallons. 


Portugal, and 2,396,299 from France. 


Emigration and Immigration. 


Statistical tables relating to Emt- 


gration and Immigration from and into the United Kingdom in 1904, 


and Report to the Board of Trade thereon. 


137. Price 8d. 


This return has been prepared in the Commercial, Labour and 
Statistical Department of the Board of Trade. 

‘The following table gives a summary view of the total passenger 
movement into and out of the United Kingdom in 1904, the cor- 
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Government Publications. 





responding figures for 1902 and 1903 being also shown for 


comparison :— 




















— 1902. 1903. 1904, 

To and from Countries out of Europe— No. No. No. 
Outward 386,779 449,006 453,877 
Inward... 170,874 199,685 241,896 
Balance outward ... 215,905 249,321 211,981 

To and from European Countries — 

Outward 636,311 699,901 718,560 
Inward... 773,624 814,441 802,949 
Balance inward 137,313 114,540 84,389 
Net balance outward 78,592 134,781 127,592 

















An analysis of the detailed figures given in the return shows a 
net emigration during the year from the United Kingdom to places 
out of Europe of 128,638 British and Irish and 83,343 Foreigners, 

As to the destination of the passengers, it should be noted 
that the information which the Board of Trade have statutory 
power to obtain only shows the places at which the passengers 
proposed to disembark, and not necessarily their ultimate destina- 
tion. With this proviso it may be stated that of last year’s total 
of passengers outward to countries out of Hurope, 152,169 or 
34 per cent. of the gross total went to places within the British 
Empire, and 301,708 or 66 per cent. went to Foreign Countries, 
including 291,945 to the United States. 

The total of 453,877 passengers outward to countries out of 
Europe comprised 271,435 of British and Irish, and 174,554 of 
Foreign origin. Of the former, 119,504 or 44 per cent. went to 
places within the British Empire. 

As regards alien immigration from Europe, the total number of 
persons entered on the Alien Lists for 1904 was 194,986 (as 
against 207,191 in 1903 and 200,011 in 1902). Of these, 99,278 
were stated on the lists to be en route to other countries compared 
with 124,591 in 1903 and 118,478 in 1902. Many others, how- 
ever, though not so described are known to have been en route. 
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LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


THE following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
Ist January, 1905, may be obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Fetter Lane, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 














Giitc«... ‘ 


























No. Place. Price|} No, Place, Price 
EUROPE— Servia: 
Austria-Hungary: 3329 | Servia ... sco. 00 908} Lhd. 
3343 | Finances and General 
Economic Conditions AFRICA— 
1900-04} 64d.|| 3321 | Somaliland Protec- 
3328 | Trieste ... +1904! 14d. torate... -- 1903-04) 3d. 
3322 \Tangier and District .| 14d. 
Belgium : 
$327 | Antwerp—Shipping ...1904) 73d. 
3325 | Belgium—Finances 1904-05) 1d, AMERICA, NORTH— 
esinsiaies United States of America: 
3324 | Denmark (Supplemen- bn Pag ++ 1904) _ 
1 eee eee eee 

we Bad seit o-1903) 3d, 3853 | New York my = “ ond. 

celand ... .» 1901-03} ld. 3348 | Texas » | Oo 
France: 625 | Rice Industry in the United 

3330 | Brest ...1904] 14d. States _«.. ed. 

3346 | Calais 24d 626 | Iron and Steel Bahibits at 

iit. tae the St. Louis Exhibition ...| 24d. 

= ee ’ || 627 | United States Railways ...| 23d. 
631 | Coal Industry of the United 
German Empire and Colonies: : States, 1903 . sve vee Ch. 

3342 | Chemnitz and Saxony 1904) 1d. Mexico 

3333 | Germany von - 3d. , . 

624 | Memorandum on. German 3332 | Mexico ... --.1903} 29d. 
Cement oe we] $d, 

630 | Technical Instruction in 
Germany: es 3334 —a i singancl 
and Miscellaneous -.| 4d. Agricul eee 1903-4| 1d 

Spain: 3337 | Nicaragua ... 1903 & 1904) 2d. 

3352 | Bilbao ... 001904} 23d. AMERICA. SOUTH— 

b] 
Italy: Argentina: 

3320 | Italy... 1903] 14d. 3347 | Buenos Ayres ... 01904) 19d. 

3338 | Italy—Finances +1904 te Chile: 

3323 | South Italy ... oso « | a ; ‘ 

$340 | Venice... ... 1908-04) 14d.|| 9845 | Coquimbo +1904) $d. 

632 | Silk Trade and Yield of Colombia: 

Cocoons in 1904 ... woo| Ld. . 

633 | Mineral Wealth of the 3339 po A eeieee ee 4] 1¢ 
Provinces of Siena and eT - 24. 
Grosseto  ... .| 1d. ASIA— 

China: | 
Netherlands : 
3344 | Canton... on 001904) 1d. 
8331 | Amsterdam ... »- 1904) 1d. || gan4 Newchwang ... peegy Lid. 
3335 | Teng Yueh .,.. - 
Russia : 629 | Cotton Mills of China”. 7 

3351 | Poland and Lithuania 1904) 3d. 

628 | Cultivation of Tea in the Japan: 

Caucasus w+ ose ...| $4. || 3341 | Hakodate yawn 1904) 14d, 
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Government Publications. 





Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since the Ist January, 
1905, may also be obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter 
Lane, E.C. :-— 





No. 





Price. 








EUROPE— France: 

Agreements between the United Kingdom and France 
referring to Arbitration the question of the Grant of the 
French flag to Muscat Dhows... nee eee 

Convention between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting Newfoundland and West and Central Africa .. 

Declaration between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting Egypt and Morocco one eee 

Declaration between the United Kingdom and. ‘France 
concerning Siam, Madagascar, and the New Hebrides... 


Norway: 
Agreement between the United Kingdom and Norway 
respecting telegraphic communication between the two 
countries... eee ove ove eee eee eve eee 


Russia : 
Agreement between the United Kingdom and Russia 
respecting Joint Stock Companies and other commercial, 
industrial, and financial associations ove eee ane 


AMERICA, NORTH— Mexico: 
Convention between the United Kingdom and Mexico 
respecting Postal Rates upon letters passing between New 
Zealand and Mexico ... ove me ove ow on 


WEST INDIES— Cuba: 
Accession of Cuba to arrangements respecting false indica- 
tions of origin on goods and the International Registration 


of Trade Marks... nits eis we — nee 





id, 
1d. 
lid. 
hd. 


3d. 


4d. 


4d. 








COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued 
since lst January, 1905, may be purchased from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 


Fetter Lane, E.C.:— 





























Annual. 
No. Place, Price, 
au» Cyprus eee eee eee eee eee eee eee. aee 23d, 
444 Basutoland... ese ose jee ose eee _ ose 3d. 
445 Leeward Islands ... eve eos eee ove ove 24d, 
446 St. Vincent... ose one eee bes eee ose 2d. 
Miscellaneous. 
No. Place. Price. 
29 Ceylon. Reports on the results of the Mineral Survey in 
1903-4 ... eee ace 23d. 
30 Pitesies Island. Report ‘by Mr. R. T. ‘Simons. ean 1d, 

















— Pe — 
ie 


ee 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 
BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF TRADE: 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade (No. 73, Basinyhall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. 

On application being made to it either personally or by letter, 
the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, information with regard 
to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; Matters 
relating to Foreign and Colonial Tarifis and Customs Regulations ; 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in 
different localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender; 
Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of 
Certificates of Origin ; Regulations concerning Commercial 
Travellers, &c., &c. There is a Sample Room at the offices of the 
Branch, where, in addition to samples illustrative of reports of 
H.M. Consuls or of the Correspondents or Special Commissioners 
of the Board of Trade, specimens of special interest that may be 
received from the Imperial Institute, India, or the Colonies, &c., 
are exhibited from time to time. 

The ‘“‘ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch, 
and intended for general information, is conveyed to the public. 
The “Journal” is now issued weekly at the price of ld. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & — 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; 
Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd ; and in Dublin to Bdward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from 
Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 


THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE, 


In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the 
Board of Trade from the beginning of 1903, the work formerly 
carried on by the Commercial Intelligence Office of the Imperial 
Institute is now conducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade. 

Among the branches of work now carried on by the Imperial 
Institute at South Kensington are the scientific investigation of 
the economic products of the British Empire with a view to their 
commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of the arrangement 
and classification of the Collection of these products which is 
exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the 
sample room at 73, Basinghall Street. 

The “ Imperial Tnstitute Bulletin,” issued quarterly, contains 
information and reports bearing on the work carried out in the 
Imperial Institute at South Kensington. 

March, 1905. 
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SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL 
TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES. 





India.—The India Trade Enquiry Office at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., has been established for the purpose of supplying 
the general public withall available information as to the commercial 
products, manufactures and trades of British India. 

The office is under the superintendence of an India Office official, 
who is in daily attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. 

The current publications of the Government of India dealing 
with Indian Trade statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic 
products, &c., are kept in the office, and can be consulted free: the 

various Indian Directories are also filed. 


Canada.—The Canadian Government have secured premises at 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where an office has been 
opened under the designation of ‘‘ Canadian Government Trade 
Enquiry Branch,” for the convenience of the commercial commu- 
nity. : 

in due course it is intended to equip and maintain a display 
room, illustrating the products, resources and manufactures of the 
Dominion. In the meantime, a Canadian representative attends 
daily to deal with enquiries and applications in connection with 
Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 


Cape of Good Hope—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have opened offices at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., for the 
purpose of a Commercial Agency for that Colony, which will be 
under the direction of the Agent-General for the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

Mr. Lewis Atkinson, who has been appointed Commercial 
Agenit, attends daily to deal with enquiries on all Commercial and 
Trade matters connected with Cape Colony. 


Queensland.—F or the convenience of the commercial community 
in the City of London, the “e ent-General for Queensland has 
opened a branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., 
where a representative ‘attends daily to give information to 
enquirers regarding trade, mining, and all other matters in con- 
nection with Queensland. 

A Reading Room will also be provided in which maps, 
directories, statutes, Government reports, and other publications 
of the State can be seen. 


March, 1905. 
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